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Times change;
the church responds

Harold Engle

We sat in the cheery waiting room. Across the way
an Asian woman and her daughter watched specialreports television, which interspersed entertainment with
health promotion and education. Next to us an AfricanAmerican mother cared for her young baby while filling
out registration forms. On the table, brochures in English
and Spanish gave information on health concerns. On the
The clinic is housed in what had been the Christian
wall, a colorful poster advertised classes in African
education wing of a once-Lutheran church, now utilized
dance. Administrative personnel and clerical workers
by a primarily African-American congregation. The clinbustled through the waiting room, going between
ic has no relation to the church but has its own board of
offices—and even a local politician, heading down the
directors and is funded through federal grants, state
homestretch for the election-day wire, came through
assistance programs, and fees-for-service. A complete
shaking hands.
range of medical, dental, laboratory, X-ray, and pharmaDr. Engle did not keep us waiting long. John and I
cy services are offered in the building. It is estimated
were interested to see how he was spending his retirethat this busy clinic serves 50 percent of the people in
ment. Even after moving to Messiah Village, Harold and
Dauphin County who receive public assistance; many
Mary Elizabeth had commuted to his Palmyra private
other clinics and health-care providers do not accept
practice until July of 1991, when he retired after 45 years
patients on public assistance.
in that practice. Medical work was not the only thing
Dr. Engle's area of specialty at the clinic is pediatrics
that laid claim to his life. Active in his local congregaand adolescent medicine, though he also sees adults. He
tion, he also served the denomination in a number of
volunteers one full day and two half-days each week. A
ways. Most recently he was secretary of the Board for
number of his patients are immigrants from Southeast
World Missions and its representative to the Board of
Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin America. As we toured
Administration. He became a member of Messiah Colthe building meeting health-care providers, other staff
lege's Board of Trustees in 1956, served as its chairman
and volunteers, the mutual respect and appreciation were
for twenty years, and continues as a member emeritus.
apparent. But the most convincStints of medical mission service
ing of the personal satisfaction
in Taiwan, Zambia, and Zimof this service is Harold's own
babwe punctuated the Engles'
testimony:
"I'm having a wonfull and committed life.
In coming issues, "Special People"
derful
time!"
Whether in
Upon retirement, Dr. Engle
will introduce you to a wide variety of
Jerusalem,
Judea,
Samaria, or in
wrote to the Pennsylvania State
Brethren in Christ members of all ages
the
uttermost
parts,
he reaches
Medical Society to inquire
and from all walks of life.
out
in
witness
for
his
Lord—
about opportunities in its retiree
We welcome short articles about perEsther
Spurrier.
volunteer program. This group
sons you would like to introduce to Visput Harold in touch with Hamilitor readers. Articles should be typeton Health Center in Harrisburg.
written, preferably 200-300 words, and
A member of the Boardfor World
The twenty-year-old, walk-in
must have the approval of the person
Missions,
Esther Spurrier lives in Dillsclinic, which had gone through
being profiled. If your article is acceptburg, Pa.
tough times in the last several
ed for publication, we will contact you
years, was on the rebound after
to secure a photo for publication (which
restructuring.
will be returned).
For more information, contact the
Visitor office.
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Times change; the
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Times change. And society, like an enormously overgrown amoeba, shifts and bulges to adapt to itself and its
surroundings. The codes of survival, standards of ethics,
patterns of lifestyle and measures of success are everchanging.
The church responds. Sometimes in rigid reaction.
Sometimes in blithe conformity. Sometimes by naively
drifting. And sometimes, most desirably, with a perceptive
adaptation that preserves true faith and keeps evangelistic
appeal.
Today, in most communities, there are cultural trends
that demand our recognition. If we as a church do not
adapt, we will lose present members and fail to bring new
persons into our fellowship.
What, then, are some of these trends?

endure "so long as our love shall last," so a church membership covenant is likely to be honored "so long as my
needs are met."
This has great consequence for any church, but especially for those of us in the Anabaptist tradition. Today
people in our churches make decisions more on the basis
of personal preferences than in response to the consensus
of the community of believers. For many, the give-and-take
of congregational life is shifting toward more and more of
the taking and
less of the giving. The sense
T/T7

People have a growing multitude of options for their
non-working hours.
The church is no longer the focal point of a community's social and service activities. Today there are neighborhood projects, support groups, cultural events, social
clubs—all attractively packaged and aggressively promoted. Many are both enjoyable and beneficial. They compete with the church for people's involvement.
This means that the church must find new and appealing ways to be noticed. Simply erecting a steeple and
planting a sign by the road is quite inadequate to catch the
attention of the average passer-by. The church needs to
explore new and creative ways of attracting attention.

sonaiiy and spirimaiiy, is gradually fading.

We live in an increasingly consumer-oriented society.
People look for a good product. We don't hear of persons "seeking to share in a fellowship of believers." Rather
we say they are "shopping for a church." Like the supermarket that must offer quality and convenience, so the
church must look attractive and offer first-rate programs to
the potential "buyer."
It may be that people should not choose a church in such
a way. But the fact is that many of them do. And so the
church, if it is to be effective in drawing people, needs to
strive continually for increased excellence. There is no
justifiable place for half-hearted or careless worship planning, Christian education program development, facilities
maintenance, or church promotion.
People are increasingly time-conscious, quickly discarding whatever is irrelevant or only marginally beneficial.
Long-term identification with a group will be based on
ongoing personal satisfaction, not out of a sense of loyalty and commitment to the group. Like marriage vows that

of responsibility
ts* others' weifare, both per-

We need to intentionally teach about
J

.

,

community ana servanthood, in order to
stretch people's vision

r
The church
*
must respond in
beyond the limits of
two ways. First,
their own personal
we must provide
gratification.
J
a spectrum of
°
opportunities
with widely-varied content and style. This will increase the likelihood that
everyone will find something of significant benefit. And
secondly, we need to intentionally teach about community and servanthood, in order to stretch people's vision
beyond the limits of their own personal gratification.
People are introspective in a self-enhancing, rather
than a self-critical, way of thinking.
For a wide range of behavior, the standard has become
the relative morality that says, "If it's OK for me, it's OK."
People look inward to find their true self, and then joyfully express that self, irregardless of its impact on other
individuals or on society as a whole. Convinced by secular psychologists that guilt is the culprit causing many
psychological problems, individuals quickly and adeptly
dismiss any sense of personal guilt as inappropriate and
unwarranted. One trickle-down result is that a whole generation of children is growing up skillful in personal assertion but not knowing how to be kind.
This self-affirming perspective has crept subtly into the
church. Many a believer no longer looks to see "if there be
any wicked way in me," but rather sings exuberantly, "I
just thank you, Father, for making me-me." Of course,
that's not all bad. Who would want to return to the prolonged, unsettling altar calls of the past? Yet there is real
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risk that the gentle nudging of the Spirit may be wrongly
dismissed as inappropriate guilt. Repeated insensitivity to
the Spirit leads to a gradual hardening of the heart. And
then persons stray from the faith and lifestyle taught in the
Scriptures.
The church must continue to challenge its people to
doctrinal integrity and a holy lifestyle. To fail to do so is to
cheapen grace and neglect the call to discipleship. But, in
challenging people to holiness, the church may have to use
a more covert approach. Confidences must be won and
commitments based on positive experiences must be made.
Only then will there be receptivity to inquiry about the
depths of another's personal faith-experience.
As the number of single parents and dually-employed
couples increases, more and more individuals have less
time and energy for extensive volunteer roles in the
church.
This decrease in volunteer availability is happening at
precisely the same time as the increase in demand for high
quality of programs. Most people want and need to share
their abilities with the church, yet feel limited in how
much they can do.
Church leadership needs to recognize the necessity of
placing volunteers in less comprehensive roles, and then
equipping them to become skillful and effective. That is to
say, volunteers
need to do less,
T
and do it better.

7he gray

area between black and
, .

,

,

Each person
? t o findr ™s

nee

niche, perfect

white has become

her

increasingly

then provide the

broad.

&A\,

and

In an attempt to avoid

"h°af ? 0 t Y a "

rigidity and legalism,
we have become

builds a strong
program.

.•

-j

j

•// .•

timid and vacillating.

The church
also needs to

recognize that
the management
of volunteers becomes increasingly complex as programs
are increased while volunteer responsibilities are divided
into smaller portions. Recruiting, scheduling, communication among workers, and coordination of programs may
require additional employed staff.
Early socialization opportunities for preschool children are myriad.
Sunday school is no longer the most common socialization activity. Parents once thought of Sunday school as
a preparation for kindergarten. But now most young children have either day care or nursery school experiences.
There are group ballet lessons and acrobatic classes, not to
mention charm school and swimming. As a result, Sunday
school—rather than being the big event of the week for the
young child—is just one more group activity not so unlike
every other one of the week.

The church needs to make Sunday school different from
those other experiences, and then convince the parents
that its distinctiveness has value. How is it different? It
concentrates on God's Word. The focus is not primarily on
play, socialization, or cognitive learning, but on Jesus—
who he is and what he taught.
Children have become accustomed to fast-paced multisensory experiences; simple pictures and story-telling
are less likely to hold their attention.
This means our curriculum must be carefully chosen
and our teachers adequately trained. There must be a variety of methods, the availability of audio-visual aids, and a
sufficient number of helpers for hands-on learning.
Parents in the church have come to accept that good
parenting includes providing private lessons and the
opportunity for participation in competitive sports.
The result, even in staunchly loyal church families, is a
growing competition between church and non-church
activities. The leaders of non-church activities often make
stringent attendance requirements, while church activities
are no-pressure options. All too often the church loses in its
bid for time. Parents need to be warned of the danger of
modeling to their children that church is not first on the list
of priorities.
Parents and the church have cast aside the right and
responsibility to establish some defined guidelines of
behavior.
The gray area between black and white has become
increasingly broad. In a determined attempt to avoid rigidity and legalism, we have become timid and vacillating.
Parents who would not think of filling their children's
stomach with less than the most nutritious foods, show no
concern about a junk food diet for their children's minds.
And so, sadly, violent TV shows, questionable movies,
secular rock music, and an obsession with sports become
part of the home and church environment.
In this regard the church should not adapt, but rather
maintain an active role in defining acceptable guidelines.
Not legislatively, but rather by teaching clear biblical principles that lead individuals to perceive for themselves the
risks of much secular entertainment and recreation. Parents
need to set a standard and hold to it.
Changes are coming at an increasingly accelerated
pace.
This means that the church must be willing to continually perceive what is happening and be willing to respond
quickly in an effective manner.
These current trends—are they to be lamented? Do we
try to stop them? What shall we do? Since they are likely
inevitable, the church must recognize them, accept the
reality of them, and purposefully find creative ways to
adapt so that our faith will be preserved and our outreach
will be effective.
Martha Starr is minister of Christian education at the Lancaster
(Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church.
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ILL THIS BE A good

day or a
not-so-good day? Will our
lives be surrounded by fortune or misfortune? It is probable that
we will encounter both agreeable and
disagreeable circumstances during
almost any day in our lives. It is unrealistic to believe that everything
which will happen today will be totally agreeable.

How can we prepare ourselves for
this certain mix of good and bad circumstances which confronts us each
day? Those who come to each day
with positive expectations seem to
fare better than those who expect the
worst. Positive attitudes most often
precede favorable consequences, but
it would be foolish to suggest that we
can totally determine the events in
our lives by regulating our attitudes.
As Christians, "We know that in
all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose"
(Rom. 8:28). This verse of Scripture
is often used to give the Christian
confidence in God's continued care.
There is no fault in this sort of application to our lives, but it is no guarantee of a stress-free existence. It is a
promise that God will work out his
perfect will in our lives to our ultimate benefit. The accomplishment of

God's purpose brings joy to those
who love him.
The application of this truth to our
lives is understandable and beautiful.
The more obvious blessings of God
are the most visible examples of good
fortune. However, it is helpful to
understand that the long-term effects
of the seemingly less desirable circumstances in our lives are often
experienced as the most loving
expressions of God's care. These
often become our "missed fortunes."
How can we develop the needed sensitivity to claim these unlikely fortunes?
It is not always easy to understand
what God is accomplishing in our
lives. One of the better ways to arrive
at a meaningful understanding of the
means God uses to bless us is to
reflect upon our personal past with
these questions in mind:
What circumstances preceded the
greatest joys in my life?
What circumstances preceded my
greatest personal growth ?
What circumstances preceded my
closest walk with God?

Not everyone will answer these
questions in the same way, but in my
particular experience, many of these
preceding circumstances were not
considered positive at the time. I
could expect only negative outcomes.
My shortsightedness caused me much
despair. There was no way I could see
God making these things "work
together for good."
There is good news! We can avoid
much of the grief and pain which
accompany the seemingly undesirable
circumstances which plague our very
existence. There are no easy answers,
but there is a very satisfying difficult
answer. Understanding the sovereignty of God is difficult enough, but, if
we believe that God is sovereign,
understanding why bad things happen is even more difficult. No one in
their right mind presumes to have
complete knowledge or ultimate wisdom. However, we often make presumptuous judgments concerning the
goodness or badness of events which
affect our lives. These are efforts to
evaluate the quality and justice of
continued on page 9

Fortune and
(missed)
fortune
by Charles Bowser
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On fire engines and
the nature of God
by Jay McDermond
I had been in Kenya a little over
two months, and it suddenly
dawned on me: I had not seen a fire
truck. I thought perhaps there were
no such devices of Western technology here. After all, a fire engine is a
significant financial investment,
and the grave nature of that investment is compounded by the fact
that Kenya must import such equipment. The task of rounding up sufficient amounts of foreign currency is
probably beyond most developing
nations, or so I assumed. I simply
concluded there were no fire
engines in Kenya.
Later that week I sat in my office
thinking about God. To be more
exact, I was thinking about the way
Africans view God and how that
differs from my North American
perspectives. I concluded that most,
certainly not all, Americans see
God as "preventer," while most,
again certainly not all, Africans
view God as "redeemer." Impressed
by my own observation, as shallow
as it was, I wrote on a scrap of
paper, "God is primarily in the
redemption business, not the prevention business."

These two seemingly unrelated
events came together in one "blinding" revelation about one week
later.1 Isaac Gyampadu, a third year
student, and I were strolling to
Daystar. There, before our eyes, sat
a bright red fire engine. I, being a
little more excited than he was,
exclaimed, "Isaac, look! A fire
engine! I didn't think Kenya had
fire trucks!"
Unimpressed, he calmly responded, "There's no reason."
My mind, running full tilt in
Western mode, said, "No reason?"
Once my mouth caught up to my
brain, it responded, "What do you
mean, 'no reason'? There are fires in
Kenya, so you need fire engines."
Isaac proceeded to teach a brief
lesson in cultural anthropology.
"When you call the fire brigade, it
takes 20 to 25 minutes to arrive.
And when they arrive, they don't
know what to do. So let the house
burn down, and rebuild it."2
Somewhat baffled, I shot back,
"You mean people don't want to
prevent disasters?"
"Well, it's not part of African
culture. You don't plan to prevent a
crisis. You deal with it as it comes."

I thought to myself, "Seemingly
you deal with it well after it
comes."
At that moment my eyes were
opened. My North American culture had, in fact, warped a primary
element of God's nature. We North
Americans tend to avoid pain, disaster, and the like as much as possible. A well known proverb is "An
ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure." As often as we
repeat this line, one would think it
was a part of Scripture. And we
expect our God to help us avoid the
potential unpleasantries of life.
Even when facing the inevitable
facts of the life cycle—like death—
we ask God to keep these harsh
realities from us. We, whether we
want to accept it or not, desire a
"preventer" God.
The central problem with this
cultural impact on our theology is
that God ends up looking like an
uncaring, deaf, and incompetent
minor deity. We ask that we might
avoid trouble and yet troubles
come. Thus God seems rather ineffective. The fact is that bad things
happen to people, and God is not in
the business of preventing these
"bad things," despite our desire for
him to do so.

Jay McDermond is representing the
Messiah College faculty during this academic year at Daystar University, Nairobi, Kenya.
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Fortune and
(missed) fortune
continued from page 7

Africans, on the other hand, are
light years ahead of us here; or,
perhaps I should say centuries
behind us. They are ages "behind
us" in that their culture has
allowed them to think like the writers of the Bible and, thereby, they
can be more faithful to the biblical
image of God as a "redeemer."
Yahweh is one who brings salvation (or wholeness) out of disastrous events. The God of the Bible
brings good from evil. His primary
nature is to "redeem," not to "prevent." It certainly is easier to pray
to this type of God, and it's a lot
easier on God.
Instead of setting God up to
become the big disappointment,
this understanding of God opens
the door for God to act in a way
consistent with his nature. Remember, God did not prevent slavery in
Egypt, but he did redeem the children of Israel. Nor did he help
Israel avoid the Babylonian captivity, but Jerusalem was rebuilt. And
finally, his own Son died on a
cross, but this tragedy was followed by resurrection. African culture allows Christians to better
understand this aspect of God's
nature, while I fear our North
American culture clouds our eyes
to this biblical truth.

In the final analysis, I am glad
that the city of Nairobi has at least
one fire engine. While the reports
are not so encouraging about the
fire company's ability to extinguish fires, it certainly is helpful
for people, such as me, who are
interested in biblical theology.

'This event is certainly not to be confused with an earlier Christian's Damascus
Road revelation. In fact, my revelation
took place on Mbagathi Road, and there
were no donkeys in the vicinity. There
were, however, a few goats eating grass
near the scene of the revelation.
2
The very next day this observation was
confirmed by a front page photo in a daily
newspaper, The Nation. The picture's caption reported that it took the fire company
two hours to arrive at the scene. I guess
Isaac was being kind.

God's determined action in his universe. Our prejudice against God's
sovereign actions is unjustified and
foolish.
God is sovereign, but he has
allowed his human creation a generous amount of choice. He allows us
this choice because love is the product of free decision. He wants us to
become loving creatures who share
in his loving nature. For love to be
sincere, we must be free to either love
or not to love. God does not choose to
buy our love by rewarding us with
his favor. In other words, God desires
our unconditional and unconditioned
love. If God consistently provided the
quality of life we desire, our love
would decay into an insincere display
of affection contrived to seek fulfillment of an absurd array of greedy
demands. This is not the mature love
which God seeks in our lives.
Our misfortunes are not demonstrations of God's meanness, and they
are certainly not evidences of a weakened sovereignty. What we consider
misfortunes are experiences designed
to restructure our priorities and draw
us closer to God himself. We often
miss the fortunes which God provides
for us by not trusting the positive process of God's grace. What a joyful
release it is to trust your fortunes and
(missed) fortunes to the sovereignty
and grace of God. Our misfortunes or
(missed) fortunes are transformed to
blessings as we look at them in the
light of eternity.

A long-time member of the faculty ofBarrington College, Charles Bowser is now a
member of the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church and a resident of Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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Let the

children
come

by Linda Queenan

w

The season's brainstorming session among pastors and church leaders had reached completion and a
theme had surfaced. The handbill
called it an "adventure." Parents
from three denominations were told
to expect "something 'fishy' in
Bethlehem." Children were asked
to bring a sack lunch and a friend;
teachers were encouraged to pack
their patience. As in the recent past,
three of five churches in the community would base their joint Vacation Bible School on materials from
a publishing house not related to
any of the three.
The result would be an ecumenical slumgullion in Pleasant Hill,
Ohio exciting enough to attract a
third of the town's kids to Bethlehem Village, a three-day encampment in 33 bright blue tents (rented
from the Girl Scouts). The brainstorming would also ignite a spark
Evangelical Visitor

with enough enthusiasm to cause
many of the 70 adult teachers and
helpers to willingly take vacation
days from their jobs to be a part of
the action.
What could possibly generate
such fervor? After all, we're talking about Vacation Bible School,
that annual event when we hope to
be more than glorified babysitters,
hope people will volunteer at all,
hope parents will send their children, hope, hope, hope
A change in the original material
led to success, says Brethren in
Christ Pastor Tom Kershner. In its
basic printed form, the material suggests it to "be an end in itself to
have the children reenact life in a
Bible times village," Pastor Kershner says. "There's no central theme,
no evangelistic thrust," and that's
simply not enough for our ministry
to our children. Citing the common
evangelical focus of the three
denominations involved in the joint
effort, Kershner adds, "We all
believe you need to be saved, and
that salvation is through Christ. We
made a conscious effort to shift

from no salvation content to a focus
on evangelism and discipleship and
the whole flow of the Christian
life."
Each June small clusters, lovingly referred to as "The Tribes of
Israel," gather in Bethlehem Village.
Each unit consists of tribal "parents"—and often grandparents—
and children, day campers who deal
with the same issues that biblical
families met, with each year's
theme following a logical and scriptural progression that parallels modern times.
One example is "Woven Together in God's Love," the 1991 theme,
chosen because the town's only
bank had been robbed. Two of the
community's 1,066 residents had
been murdered during the hold-up,
and a third person lay critically
injured. In an area where everyone
knows everyone else, church leaders
knew the children, too, were affected by what had happened. Thus, a
format was selected to coincide with
the obvious need to remind children
that they remain held together by
God's love, no matter what. Weav-

It was exciting
enough to
attract a third of
the town's kids
to Bethlehem
Village,
a three-day
encampment in
33 bright blue
tents.

Opposite page: "Grandma,"
Marian Hershey
(right),
offers lunch to her "tribe."
Right: Brian Whitten, dressed
in a combination of the old
and the new, shares a friendly scratch with the Bible
school donkey.
January 1993
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Pastors Tom Kershner and Tara Hornbacker take a breather from a whirlwind
of activities.

Check with your
local Christian Light
Bookstore for VBS
curriculum
and supplies.
Your Christian Light
Bookstore staff will be
happy to answer any questions you may have about
curriculum. In addition,
most CLB stores will be
holding VBS workshops.
For more information,
contact your local Christian
Light Bookstore. If you do
not live close to a Christian
Light Bookstore, you may
phone mail orders for VBS
curriculum and supplies.
Call collect,
(219) 773-4041

DID YOU KNOW?

Every time you shop at
Christian Light Bookstores,
you help to support the
work of the Board
for Media Ministries,
including publication of
the Evangelical Visitor.

12

ing served as the prime craft of
VBS; sheep were sheared in the
three-day village, and the wool was
spun and woven there. Through participation in the lessons and crafts,
children were able to purge their
feelings through a concept carried
out both scripturally and physically.
A relatively peaceful 1992 led to
the theme "A Fisherman Worth Following." Village life stressed obedience to Christ via daily dramas and
storytellers. In their loose-fitting
tunics, mantles and cloth girdles,
children and teachers "fished" for
the good news together, tied nets,
made treasure chests, and lived as a
Jewish family might have lived
2,000 years ago.
Such an existence included animals, a very important part of village life in Christ's time. They lend
themselves well to Bible school,
bringing out reactions from even the
most timid little villagers. Next to
setting up the tents a few days in
advance of registration, rabbits,
sheep, goats, and a host of other animals add to the anticipation and
advertising of VBS.
Of course, it helps to build sturdy
pens, even if they are temporary,
Kershner points out. "Last year, the
donkey escaped one night. It was
halfway to Troy when one of the
guys on the fire department saw this
donkey standing in the middle of
the road. He tied a rope around its
neck and hooked it to the bumper of
his Jeep and drove (about four
miles) back to town." Very slowly.
Kershner recalls another year
when they would have really preferred a camel but settled for a pair
of potbellied pigs. Tongue-in-cheek,
he offers, "The potbellied pigs were
real biblical."
Nevertheless, the popularity of
Bethlehem Village in Pleasant Hill
increases each year. Limits are set
on how many children can be

accommodated, and those limits
continue to be exceeded, and comfortably so, with 160 in attendance
in 1992. Who can turn away a
dozen or so more children than
anticipated?
"One of the things we've grown
to realize," says Church of the Brethren Pastor Tara Hornbacker, "is
that Vacation Bible School is not
only an end product.... We are all
part of the production team that
passes the word of God on."
United Church of Christ Pastor
Jack Graham echoes Hornbacker's
observations, carrying Bethlehem
Village life well beyond the threeday event: He's preaching, still
dressed in tunic and girdle, weeks
later.
Success such as Pleasant Hill's is
the result of good cooperation and
necessary change and feedback,
advance planning, and the ability to
generate enthusiasm. Churches
wishing to do some generating of
their own can get pointers from Pastor Tom Kershner at (513) 676-5455
or Pastor Tara Hornbacker at (513)

676-2281.

•

Linda Queenan is a freelance writer and a
member of the Pleasant Hill Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Give people responsibility and authority, combined with
a little encouragement and support, and then watch!

Lay leadership works!
by Wilbur Besecker

Wilbur Besecker is pastor of
the Five Forks Brethren in
Christ Church, located near
Waynesboro, Pa.
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How can a small country church,
located in a village of 50 people,
have a successful Vacation Bible
School, an average attendance of
210 children, and a staff of 105
adults? If that alone is difficult for
you to imagine, this must also take
place in a church building originally designed to accommodate 175
persons and be held in the middle
of August with no hint of air-conditioning. So, how can we possibly
do all this? Through lay leadership.
Lay leadership works!
In January, our Sunday School
Board appointed co-directors Laura
Justus and Ellen Ensminger for our
1992 Vacation Bible School program. They went to work immediately and by April had recruited a
staff of nearly 100 volunteers. They
organized their staff into divisions
(learning centers) and soon there
were coordinators in charge of
everything you could imagine:
opening and closing songs, publicity, Bible lessons, Bible memory,
crafts, recreation, skits, and so on!
By mid May, a kick-off rally was
held for the staff to introduce them
to this year's curriculum and
planned activities. Each staff member was encouraged to buy a VBS
tee shirt, and for the next three
months the excitement of Bible
school began to escalate throughout
the children's Sunday school classes.
Each staff member received a
weekly newsletter (10 in all) during
this three month period, written by
one of the co-directors, stressing a

different aspect of the tremendous
opportunity and responsibility that
each will soon be facing. As the
time for Bible school drew closer,
so did the excitement and anticipation. Signs were going up all over
the church, a wooden stage was
built in the front of the sanctuary
(including a hand-painted backdrop), a coloring contest was held,
radio stations were making public
service announcements, church
members were passing out flyers in
their neighborhoods, and people
were committed to praying for
VBS. The church looked like a beehive! When the first day of Bible
school arrived, it was 9:00 in the
morning when 25 volunteers
arrived to help erect a 30' by 75'
canvas tent and set up tables and
chairs inside.
What a great week of Bible
school! Eleven children accepted
the Lord or rededicated their lives
to him. And many of the adults
were able to strengthen relationships between their fellow workers
and experience the joy of being utilized in God's work.
All of this planning, work and
preparation was necessary to ensure
a successful Bible school. And,
what role did the pastor have in all
of this, you may ask? All I had to
do was write this article! You see,
lay leadership does work. Give people responsibility and authority,
combined with a little encouragement and support, and then watch
and see how God will use them!
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Brethren
in Christ
in
Honduras
by Thata Book
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Three and a half years ago, Jose" Leon Herrera was
commissions! as missionary/church planter to Honduras.
Even though he is Honduran, he had been living in
Nicaragua. It was there that he learned to know and joined
the Brethren in Christ, having met Bert Sider and Enrique
Palacio.
Jose had been converted in Miami nearly 18 years ago
and was called of God to return to his people in Honduras
with the message of new life in Jesus, but he and his
message were completely rejected. He was grieved but
couldn't stop preaching, so he went into Nicaragua where
he found open hearts. He married a girl from Honduras
and God gave them five lovely children. He received
Bible training and was ordained by the Brethren in Christ.
But God wasn't finished with Jose in Honduras, and
opened the way for his return. He was asked to go as a
missionary for the Brethren in Christ. So after being greatly used of God and planting churches in Nicaragua, he
returned to Honduras.
In early 1989 Jose settled with his family in Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras, and began inviting people
to his home for Bible studies. And people responded.
Today there are four congregations in the Tegucigalpa
area. But his mind and heart were out in the mountains
where family and friends still sat in darkness. He couldn't
Evangelical Visitor

remain in Tegucigalpa. He had to go to them again. Praise
the Lord! What a change! Now his people's hearts were
open. They listened. They began to respond. His mother,
father, and all of his brothers and sisters except two are
now believers. His wife Yolanda's family are all Christians.
She had been praying for them for years. Her father had
been murdered about 20 years ago when that community
was ruled by the forces of darkness, but Jose says it is now
Christian. He began to take gospel teams with him into
neighboring areas. Again, the people responded. People
were saved and preaching places established.
Because of the very rapid growth of the church in Honduras, Alvin and I were asked by the mission board to
visit Honduras, see all the churches, meet and interview the
pastors, and assess the need. So in June and July of 1992
we spent three and a half weeks in the company of Jose
Leon and had the privilege of witnessing first hand some
of the exciting things that are taking place in Honduras
today.
Our first days were spent in Tegucigalpa, living with the
Herrera family and visiting the local congregations. But
most of the churches are out in the mountains. We had the
use of the Nicaraguan church-owned Mitsubishi fourwheel-drive vehicle—what a help that was as those mountain roads are incredibly bad. We bounced and jogged
along over the rocks which in many places formed the
road bed. Sometimes we left the car behind and took to
horses or mules. I was glad they were sure-footed and
accustomed to picking their way up and down those steep
mountain trails. But then came the time when even the
mules were left behind and we depended on our own feet
to get us where we were going.
Many of the congregations don't have church buildings, but that doesn't deter them. They meet in homes.
One new congregation has
the use of the community
building. Most of their
homes are small adobe
block houses, but lots of
folks can pack into one
small room. Overflow or
those more comfortable
observing from the outside

may look through doors or windows. There is no electricity in the mountains, hence no TV. The community evening
activity is going to church. They will have service three or
four evenings a week and in some places every night.
Jose has set an example of evangelistic fervor for his
pastors and it isn't uncommon for them to trudge over
those rugged paths to preach the Gospel in a neighboring
community. Jose Leon, as church planter, is supported by
the Brethren in Christ missions. Among his people he carries the title and respect of "missionary." The pastors of
these churches have had very little secular education. We
met none who had more than the sixth grade. Jose has
held several brief training sessions with them. Some have
had Bible training with other groups. But they preach and
people come to the Lord. However, they are eager for
Bible training and the mission board is planning for this to
happen. When we were there, there were 20 congregations scattered in three states, but in view of the zeal of Jose
Leon and his pastors, there very likely are more than that
by now. A natural response for many Hondurans, when
they find the Lord, is to feel a call to preach.
How do we in North America respond when we hear the
exciting reports of such church growth in places like Honduras, Mozambique, or Orissa, where there are no North
American missionaries? All three of these countries are
exceedingly poor. We have the dollars. Let us reach deeply,
supporting our mission program in order that more spiritually hungry folk might hear of the love of our Lord.

Long-time missionaries Alvin and Thata Book have served the
Brethren in Christ Church in Africa, in Latin America, and in North
America.

Opposite page: Jose Leon
witnesses to a man at the
home ofHermano Martin.
Right: During a service at
Potrero de Morolica.
January 1993
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od at work in our world
Remembering summer
missions 1992
Thomas Hopkins—Rutland, Vermont
A lasting impression of my summer mission experience in Bolivia
was the encouragement we seemed
to bring to the churches. We traveled
around quite a bit and got to talk to
many people—Christians and nonChristians alike. They were hospitable, affectionate and receptive
both to us and to the gospel. Though
they are very poor, often sick, and
have a hard life, there were two things
that grieved us even more: the urgent
need for discipleship and training of
Christians, and the hold that the belief
in salvation by works seems to have
on the people.
Team unity had been a real concern of mine before we left, and I had
asked many people to pray specifically for that need. We praise God
that we experienced his help; we
loved and supported each other—as
well as confronted in love when needed—throughout the summer.
God used this trip to show me

Staff Opening
The Carlisle congregation is
in a staff search for an Associate
Pastor of Adult Ministries. This is
a full-time position opening in
June 1993. Qualifications include
a college degree (master level is
preferred); experience with adult
education, outreach, and small
group ministries; and ministerial
credentials with the Brethren in
Christ Church.
If interested, or for more information, please contact:
Ken Hoke, Senior Pastor
Brethren in Christ Church
1155 Walnut Bottom Road
Carlisle, PA 17013-9144
(717)243-1863
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more of what he values, and what we
also should value. Our team learned
that we can do without many comforts and conveniences we used to
think were essential (such as hot
showers, variety in meals, hair dryers,
and washing machines). This has
made me reflect on how God views
other areas of my life I have always
assumed to be important or worthwhile.
I would definitely recommend
summer missions to others. It gets
you out of your comfort zone and
often brings you to the place where
you are willing to listen to God in
areas you resisted before. It also gives
you a perspective on what missionaries are really like (often just like us!).
It stretches your character and refines
your values as you interact in another
culture. But most important, it prepares, trains, and gives you opportunity to share the gospel of Christ.
The life plans of many on our team
have changed as a result of our summer experience. I have always wanted to be a pastor or missionary, and I
still may be, Lord willing. But I did
come to realize that part of my desire
to be involved in overseas missions
stemmed from wrong motives. For
now, I know that God has called me
to be his servant and witness in my
home country, where I still have
responsibilities to fulfill.

tem wouldn't work, but then it would
begin again at just the crucial time.
The greatest answer to prayer we saw
was the salvation of two girls on our
team. It was also great to see others
come to know Jesus as their Lord and
Savior.
There were times when we got
spiritually exhausted. We were constantly ministering—singing and
doing drama—but we seldom had
opportunity to be ministered to.
Sometimes we even got too tired for
devotions. We had to be on guard
against Satan then.
I'm not sure exactly how this happened, but before I left this summer
my goals and plans were centered
around what / want. Now my focus is
more on what God wants for my life,
both now and in the future.
It is good that there are different
kinds of summer missions opportunities, because people are not all the
same. A summer missions experience
will not benefit all people in the same
way, but it will benefit them in some
way. You can't go and not be
changed!

From the receiving end

Don and Millie Ressler—Glennallen,
Alaska
This was a special year for our
Summer Missions Program (SMP).
The SMPers said, "You tell every
group that." No, we don't. Some
Another participant's
years we are even relieved when SMP
view
is over. But we can't remember when
Ruthie Christopher—Waynesboro, Penn-we have had such an overall great
sylvania
group. Others said the same thing.
They
are serious about seeking the
My summer in Fiji, New Zealand,
Lord's
guidance for the future, and
and Australia had so many highlights
they
are
serious about serving the
that it is hard to share just a few. I
Lord
now.
Will you pray that they not
grew closer to God and learned to
get
sidetracked?
That they will conrely on him for much more. At one
tinue
to
follow
the
Lord wholeheartpoint our luggage was lost, but it was
edly?
located after only a few days. Another time some valuables were stolen,
One of the SMPers' frequently
but they too were returned without
voiced frustrations is, "What will haphassle. Several times our sound syspen to those who have made a deciEvangelical Visitor

sion to follow the Lord Jesus after we
are gone—when they do not have
Sunday school or church and when
they live in a less-than-desirable situation?" This summer we were able to
find out about one such person.
Twenty years ago, SMPer Candace
Shioshita drowned in a slough along
the Yukon River. We keep a copy of
her picture and story on the bulletin
board at the college. This summer one
of our SMP nurses befriended a

mother whose child was a patient at
Cross Road Medical Center. One
evening as they were together at the
college the woman noticed the picture on the board. "That is the teacher who first taught me about Jesus
when I was a little girl," she said.
Now she lives in a village about four
hours away, but she earnestly desires
to study the Bible. One of our nurses
plans to meet with her regularly.
Twenty years ago Candace had

The Face of
Drought
by Doris Dube

The drought in Southern Africa has been unusually
extensive because it covers the whole area in varying
degrees, right across the sub-continent. Rivers such as
the Limpopo between Zimbabwe and South Africa, the
Zambezi between Zambia and Zimbabwe, as well as
the Orange river of South Africa—which normally hold
huge volumes of water—have shrunk tremendously in
size. The whole region is facing severe water shortage
which has culminated in the deaths of both livestock and
wildlife. Crops have failed. People are depending on
donated or imported food.
Zimbabwe, which in the past used to export maize, is
among the most severely affected. Importing sufficient
food is causing severe financial strain on the whole
nation.
The effects of the drought has been most severe in the
communal lands where most people rely heavily on
agriculture. An overall picture of the drought's effects
looks like this. •
• Lack of rain has meant that the crops have failed
and so the people are starving.
• Because the people did not get any crops either to
feed their families or to sell, most people have no source
of income.
• With no income, most people can't feed, clothe, or
educate their families.
• There's been a drastic drop in numbers at some
schools. Parents fail to pay fees and kids can't learn on
empty stomachs.
• Lack of rains has meant a lowering of the water
level at Kariba. This had led to a drastic reduction in
power supplies to the nation. This in turn led to load
January 1993

written, "I'm available for God to use
me as he wills this summer and the
rest of my life. The key to social
change is changing the hearts of men
rather than social conditions, and the
only way men's hearts can be
changed is through Jesus Christ.
There really is only one way!" We
thank the Lord that the seed sown in
1972 continues. Pray that those who
turned their hearts over to the Lord
this summer will be rooted and grow.

shedding of power, resulting in a great fall in industrial
production.
• For these reasons many factories have either closed
down or reduced their labor force, leading to an increase
of job-seekers in the street.
• This in some cases has led to a sharp rise in the
crime rate, as people seek ways to exist and take care of
their daily needs.
Most people have had to change their lifestyle in
order to live within their budget. The prices of the most
basic commodities have skyrocketed about 600 percent
in the last ten years. This had led to a spiraling cost of
living that has seen in some cases a deterioration of
people's health. In the most severely effected areas like
Matebeland and Masvingo, there are many families who
have one meal a day. For growing children this leads to
poor mental and physical development. Most food items
have now moved into the luxury category, but there are
some basic needs which are necessary for every family.
Note the cost of some commodities in a period of ten
years:
Item
5 kg. roller meal
50 kg. roller meal
750 ml. cooking oil
1 kg. margarine
2 kg. white sugar
1 loaf white bread

1982
$0,76
$6,99
$0,46
$1,26
$0,67
$0,25

7992
$5,82
$54,47
$7,19
$8,07
$5,65
$1,63

At first only Christians saw the need to pray for rain,
but now even politicians are urging people to do so.
Those who believe in appeasing ancestral spirits have
also performed their ceremonies in a bid to make sure
there is rain in the next season. Life is grim, but for the
church body we believe that to everything there is a
season and a time. We keep on hoping.
Reported direct from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, October 1992. Doris
Dube is a member of the Brethren in Christ Church and serves as
regional editor for Mennonite World Conference.
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Problem of "Famine
Pornography" discussed at
MCC Canada Annual Meeting
The practice by Mennonite Central
Committee of not using negative images
of people in the Third World to raise
funds was affirmed at the MCC Canada
annual meeting, held November 12-14 in
Saskatoon.
According to MCC Canada Overseas
Services Coordinator Marvin Frey, the
question of how to portray people in the
Third World was raised because "it seems
that you have to use graphic pictures of
starving people to capture people's attention. Agencies which don't use 'famine

1993
Annual
Meeting
Brethren in Christ
Historical Society
On July 10,1993, the Brethren in Christ Historical Society in
its annual meeting will bring
together for the first time since
the 1850s the three groups that
were once members together of
the River Brethren, namely, the
Brethren in Christ, the Old
Order River Brethren, and the
United Zion'Church.
This is an all-day meeting,
with sessions in the morning
and evening, and a tour of historic places of the three groups
in the afternoon. The evening
meal will be provided by the Old
Order River Brethren on the
farm of one of their members,
prior to the evening session in
the barn.
Details of the annual meeting will appear in later issues of
the Evangelical Visitor.
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pornography,' but rather tell stories of
hope, sometimes seem to be at a disadvantage when it comes to raising money
for overseas relief."
Representatives to the annual meeting
from Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
conferences across Canada affirmed
MCC's practice of showing hope in the
Third World and approved plans to create
a code of conduct which will formalize
the way MCC portrays people in other
countries.
Reflecting on the meeting, Frey says

that "what this basically means is that we
intend to continue our practice of avoiding the use of images which show people
as pathetic victims who are incapable of
helping themselves. We want to emphasize the hope that exists in the Third
World—not just the problems. We want
to show Africans and other Third World
people the way we would like to be portrayed—as people who have self worth
and dignity."
Frey believes that MCC constituentsare ready for this approach. "I think
that people want to know that there is
hope in the Third World—not just famine
and war. They want to know that people
in other countries can help themselves,
sometimes with a little assistance from
North America."—John Longhurst, MCC
Canada Information Services.

A call to study conscientious
objection to coercive
labor union activities
Does the traditional Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ commitment to conscientious objection to participation in
the military also apply to opposition to
coercive labor union activities, such as
strikes? Representatives to the MCC
Canada annual meeting from the ten
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ conferences, meeting in Saskatchewan Nov.
12-14, suggested that the issue should
receive further study.
The issue was raised by a local church
member who shared how he had made
the difficult decision not to participate in
a strike because he could not justify it on
the basis of his religious beliefs. The representatives heard how he had been
harassed when he crossed the picket line,
even though he had let it be known that
he would donate all of the money earned
during the strike to his church.
In suggesting that MCC Canada
should study the issue, board member
John Redekop stated that, in his opinion,
"in the future the question of conscientious objection will not only involve the
military primarily, but will be about
things like the coercive nature of some
labor unions."
Redekop, who represents the Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren
Churches on the board, went on to say
that before numerous precedents are set
by the Canadian courts regarding whether

individuals can be exempted from some
union activities, "we should make our
voice heard." Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ in Canada have an ambivalent attitude towards union membership, according to MCC Canada Ottawa Office Director William Janzen. "For many years
union membership was not encouraged
by some conferences, but over the last
20 years many church members have
joined unions. For some, there is hesitancy about the strong pressure tactics that
unions sometimes employ. Can [we] be
involved with an organization that may
act militantly?"
According to Janzen, the time may be
right to examine the issue in light of
Anabaptist theology, although he
acknowledges that it may be difficult to
arrive at a definite position.
In the past MCC Canada has supported efforts to widen the understanding of
conscientious objection beyond opposition to war by writing to the Canadian
government on behalf of medical personnel who wished to not be involved in
abortions because of their religious convictions.
The request to study the issue of union
membership will be examined by Peace
and Social Concerns staff of MCC Canada.—John Longhurst, MCC Canada
Information Services.
Evangelical Visitor

Qtiitrckf\Jews
Allegheny Conference
Five persons were baptized Nov. 22 at the
Air Hill church, Chambersburg, Pa. Curt and
Marti Byers spoke about London, and Dr. and
Mrs. Dennis Barlow spoke about Zimbabwe on
Nov. 8. • The Canoe Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa., had services with Si Lehman
Nov. 18-22. "Prepare the Way" was the topic of
a Nov. 14 women's prayer seminar. • The youth
of the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., participated in a worship service, meal
serving, and clean-up at the Hagerstown Union
Rescue Mission on Nov. 26. • Three persons
were baptized Nov. 1 into the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. A musical "To God
Be the GLory" was presented Nov. 25.
The profits from the Heavenly Delights cookbook prepared by the Hollowell congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., are helping to fund the upcoming building of a family life center. • Events
planned for the 70th anniversary celebration
Nov. 15 of the Iron Springs church, Fairfield,
Pa., were Amos Kipe teaching Sunday school;
William Hoke preaching; a noon carry-in meal;
and Clyde Sollenberger leading an afternoon service with speakers Earl Brechbill, Leonard Falk,
and Bishop H. Frank Kipe. • The Nov. 1 worship service of the Martinsburg, Pa., church
included a concert by the Good News Quartet.

Lome Lichty led fall revival meetings Nov. 2022. • The Mt. Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa.,
had revival services with Ken Hepner Nov. 4-8.
The New Guilford church, Chambersburg,
Pa., had a farewell service for Pastor of Christian
Education, Christina Owens, with tributes to her
leadership, a cake in the shape of the church,
and a quilt made by the women's missionary
sewing auxiliary. • The South Mountain
Chapel congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., had
all-night bowling on Nov. 20. • John Graybill
led revival meetings Nov. 15-18 for the
Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa.
Guest musicians David and Anna Lee Kopp
worshiped in the Nov. 15 service with the Van
Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md.
Atlantic Conference
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Heisey of the Cross
Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., celebrated 50
years of marriage Nov. 26 during a drop-in
reception hosted by their five children at the
Country Table Restaurant. Mr. Heisey retired
from 43 years of farming in 1985. Mrs. Heisey
volunteers at the International Gift and Thrift
Center, Mount Joy. • On Nov. 8 Rollin and
Martha Pepper showed slides to the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation of their trip to Moldolva to distribute medical supplies and visit

icsburg Brethren in Christ Church.
Richard is a graduate of the Evangelical
School of Theology at Myerstown.
Rev. Ross's assignment at the Colyer
Church is part-time, so he will continue to
maintain his residence near Mechanicsburg and will commute the two-hour
drive to Colyer Church for weekends.
Rev. Ross also works for the Volunteers
of America, a Christian human services
agency affiliated with the Salvation
Army.

David McGarvey ordained
David W. McGarvey was ordained in
a Sunday afternoon service at the Union
Grove Church, New Paris, Ind., on Oct. 4,
1992. The service was led by Bishop
Glenn A. Ginder. Rev. Garland Whittington, pastor of the Christian Union
Brethren in Christ Church (Garrett, Ind.)
preached the ordination sermon. Rev.
Carl Stump, former pastor and bishop,
presented the charge to the newly
ordained minister. Special music was provided by Bonnie Simmons, with surprise
music specials by Pastor McGarvey's
daughter and son in both the morning
worship service and the ordination service.

Richard Ross installed

Pastor McGarvey and his wife, Jo,
have two children: Shannon, a senior at
Grace College (Winona Lake, Ind.) and
Sean, a sophomore at Bethel College
(Mishawaka, Ind.). The McGarveys
began their pastoral ministry at Union
Grove in 1985. The congregation provided a reception following the ordination
service.

On Sunday, Nov. 8, Rev. Richard
Ross was installed as pastor of the Colyer
Church located near State College, Pa.
Bishop John Hawbaker conducted the
installation service. Dr. Martin Schrag
gave a charge to the newly installed pastor.
Rev. Richard Ross and his wife Norma
were previously members of the Mechan-
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churches. • The Fairland Women ALIVE
group, Cleona, Pa., planned a birthday social for
Dec. 6.
On Nov. 21 the Free Grace congregation,
Millersburg, Pa., had a Thanksgiving banquet
with musicians Ray and Marge Sherid of Strasburg.
Rich Steubing and Alvin Book shared Nov.
7-8 in the missions conference of the Harrisburg, Pa., church. • OnfiveSunday evenings in
November the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation viewed "I Have Decided to Live Like a
Believer" video series with Tony Campolo. One
person was baptized and three received as members in November. • Roy A. Smith, founder and
executive director of Pennsylvania Psychological
Services, was speaker for the Nov. 7-8 family
life conference of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. • On Nov. 1 the Manheim, Pa., congregation had a dedication and open house for their
newly enlarged lobby, offices, and Christian education facilities. • Mike and Sherry Holland were
Nov. 8 guest speakers on missions in Venezuela
for the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim,
Pa. "Run to Win" was the guest message by Jeff
Ruhl on Nov. 29.
The Montoursville, Pa., church had a games
night at the parsonage on Nov. 20. The children's Christmas play was Dec. 13. • The young
adult class of the Mt. Pleasant church, Mount
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Joy, Pa., had a retreat Nov. 20-22 at Kenbrook
Bible Camp. The clubs had a "simple Thanksgiving Feast" on Nov. 25. • One new member
joined the New Covenant church, Quakertown,
Pa., on Nov. 1. The church hosted a hymnsing on
Nov. 22. • In November and December the
board of the Palmyra, Pa., church considered
the possibility of housing a local nursery school
at the church. The youth held a Christmas cookie sale to raise funds for their March retreat. • On
Nov. 7 Jan Bell led a "Kids Can Make a Difference" workshop at the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. Jack McClane's message Nov. 8 was
"Harvest Is Now."
The children of the Refton, Pa., church presented "Rip Van Christmas" on Dec. 13. • In
December the Sunday school children of the
Shenks church, Elizabethtown, Pa., presented a
play, "No Star," and the Paxton Street choir
shared an evening of music. • In November and
December the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., saw the four-part Concerts of Prayer
training video series by David Bryant. • The
youth of the Souderton, Pa., church gave their
spaghetti dinner on Nov. 22. • On Dec. 1, craft
night at the Speedwell Heights church, Lititz,
Pa., the ladies made greeting card boxes and had
a cookie exchange. • On Nov. 1 Curt Byers
shared with the Stowe, Pa., congregation about
church planting in London. • On Nov. 7 the
Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., had
their father-son outing to see the "pumpkin
throw" at Lewes, Del.

Canadian Conference
The Women Who Care ministry of the
Delisle, Sask., church sponsored a "Thursday
Night Shopping Spree" on Oct. 29 with a tea,
fashion show, and various shopping booths. •
Guest speakers in November for the Heise Hill
congregation, Gormley, Ont, were Lamar Fretz,
Ross Nigh, and Maureen Soukoreff. • Proceeds
of $7,714 from an Oct. 31 auction at the
Houghton church, Langton, Ont., went for the
building fund. Gordon and Sue Gilmore led a
missions evening Nov. 25. • Musician Craig
Hayes led morning worship Nov. 29 for the
Kindersley, Sask., congregation. • A group of
the North East Community church, Calgary,
Alb., recently studied Stressed Out—Keeping It
Together When It's Falling Apart. Nov. 14 was
a family bowling night.
The Oak Ridges, Ont., church had a Nov.
25-27 fall prayer renewal emphasis. • On Nov.
1, Anniversary Sunday for the Orchard Creek
congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., Timothy R.
Botts, senior art director of Tyndale House book
publishers, presented "Word Pictures To Praise
Our God" using calligraphy to express words of
faith. • The focus of the Nov. 1 evening service
of the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation was
"Improving Your Serve." • The Nov. 7 adult
fellowship of the Ridgemount congregation,
Hamilton, Ont., was a car rally. • The November
sermon series at the Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont., was on the book of James: "Practical
Christianity." The Gospel Echoes New Life Ministry Team provided the evening program on
Nov. 8.
On Dec. 13 the Sherkston, Ont., church hosted a Messiah sing-along conducted by Charles
Lady. • The seniors of the Springvale, Ont.,
ohurch planned a Nov. 26 bus trip to Crossroads
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Centre in Burlington for a tour, live broadcast,
and lunch. The congregation enjoyed the gospel
music of the Kubassek Quartet on Nov. 29. •
The November sermon series at the Upper Oaks
church, Oakville, Ont., was "Becoming a Contagious Christian" on the topics of authenticity,
compassion, and sacrifice. • The Wainfleet,
Ont., congregation hosted a family concert Nov.
1 with guest Doug Minaker. • On Nov. 1 Tim
and Sandi Cober, formerly with MCC in
Botswana, spoke to the Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont.

Central Conference
On Nov. 7 the adults of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, had a progressive
dinner. The ladies planned a trip to the Aurora
craft show on Nov. 21. • On Nov. 2 the youth of
the Ashland, Ohio, church held a 6:30 prayer
breakfast, o On Dec. 5 the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, had a missions
emphasis including a meal, the Mike Holland
family as guests, and a craft/baked goods/white
elephant auction. • On Nov. 14 the CarlandZion congregation, Owosso, Mich., hosted the
Michigan Brethren in Christ Priorities II Conference. • Nov. 5 at the Christian Union church,
Garrett, Ind., was special offering day for World
Missionary Press, New Paris, Ind. Andrew Stoner preached Nov. 29.
On Nov. 1 four persons were received into
the membership of the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Ohio. "Energized by the Son" was
Henry Ginder's topic during Nov. 8-11 meetings. • The Nappanee, Ind., congregation held
renewal services Nov. 13-15 with R. Donald
Shafer. A holiday fellowship meal Dec. 6 was
followed by a tree decorating service at which
each family was requested to bring a special
ornament. • The women's fellowship of the
Northgate Christian Fellowship, Tipp City,
Ohio, had a Dec. 1 party at a restaurant in Troy.
Family skating was Dec. 12. • On Nov. 29 the
Peace Chapel church, Ravenna, Ohio, had their
second annual hanging of the greens service with
singing and refreshments.
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church had open
house on Nov. 15 to view the parsonage
improvements. The youth went that day to
Hobart Arena to see the Cincinnati Reds play
the Miami County All-Star Basketball Team. •
On Nov. 22 the primary and junior classes of
the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, presented a banner to the congregation of the
Brethren in Christ symbol. • The Union Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ind., hosted a love feast
and footwashing service for area churches on
Nov. 18. The new release of World Wide Pictures, "Zamperini," was shown Nov. 1.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Kan., church enjoyed a turkey
dinner together on Nov. 22. • The Dec. 4
women's fellowship Christmas meeting of the
Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., included a
salad supper, gift exchange, revelation of secret
sisters, and preparing gifts for shut-ins. On Nov.
4 the Pioneer Clubs collected canned goods for
the needy. • The Mound Park congregation,
Dallas Center, Iowa, had their Thanksgiving
potluck meal on Nov. 22. • The fall Bible study
of the Navajo Chapel congregation, Bloomfield,
N.M., was on the topic of family relationships.

Three new members were received in November.
• The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan.,
hosted the fifth Sunday service in November for
area churches with musician Spencer Madison
and a Board for Evangelism and Church Planting
promotion. • The youth of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Kan., hosted a chili supper on Nov.
22. On Dec. 2-3, Chuck Beckler led a youth rally
open to adults.

Pacific Conference
Ray Musser and Jerry Newell led a wills clinic on Dec. 6 for the Chino, Calif., congregation.
The Nov. 8 evening service by Jim and Sandy
Musser was on preparing properly for Sunday
morning worship. • The Moreno congregation,
Moreno Valley, Calif., has a craft club that meets
two Thursdays a month. John A. Byers spoke in
the Nov. 15 service. The youth held a car wash
immediately after the late service. • Bishop
Cober spoke Nov. 29 to the Ontario, Calif.,
church on "What You Can Know About Jesus."
• On Nov. 15 the Pacific Highway church,
Salem, Ore., hosted The King's Messengers
from Portland's First Church of the Nazarene.
The Richard Foster video "Celebration of Discipline" was viewed four Sunday evenings in
November. • The Upland, Calif., congregation
hosted the Nov. 14 Pacific Conference church
growth dinner. The Board for World Missions
video was shown the evening of Nov. 15.

Southeast Conference
The Bloomington Chapel church,
Columbia, Ky., recently completed renovations
to the vestibule, restrooms, and pastor's study.
Earnest Weber led revival services in October. •
The Community Bible church, Sarasota, Fla.,
held a Nov. 14 fall festival with campfire, cider
and hotdogs, and a spiritual emphasis. • The
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., had a
hayride and bonfire Nov. 15. The children
enjoyed a petting zoo. • The Millerfield's
church, Columbia, Ky., had a Dec. 2 missions
service with Carl and Betty McCall, workers
from an Indian reservation in Arizona. • On
Nov. 15 the Winchester, Va., church saw the
Brethren in Christ World Missions video. Harold
Chubb, Director of Finance, spoke on Nov. 22.

Susquehanna Conference
The Carlisle, Pa., church hosted a Christian
Light Bookstore book fair on Nov. 18. The youth
leaders had a day-long staff retreat on Nov. 21. •
The women's fellowship group of the Cedar
Grove church enjoyed a character study of Mary
with Barb Willow and a cookie swap at their
Dec. 8 meeting. • Bishop Hawbaker spoke in the
Nov. 26 morning worship service of the Cedar
Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa. • On Nov. 8
Richard and Norma Ross were installed as pastoral couple of the Colyer church, Centre Hall,
Pa. • Doug Sider led special services Nov. 22-25
on "A Church That Pleases God" for the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. • The
Nov. 1 message at the Dillsburg, Pa., church
was "A Dialogue on Family Life" by John and
Naomi Lederach, counselors at Philhaven Hospital.
On Nov. 8 the Fairview congregation,
Reesers Summit, Pa., had a noteburning ceremony and turkey dinner. Low impact aerobic
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classes are each Monday night. • The chancel
choir of the Grantham, Pa., church gave "A
Concert of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs"
on Nov. 8. • Barton Starr is serving as interim
preaching pastor of the Hanover, Pa., church
until Pastor Robert Keller recovers from triple
bypass surgery. Bishop Hawbaker led fall revival
meetings Nov. 15-18. • Member Roy Lehman of
the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield,
Pa., spent two weeks in November in Florida
helping Mennonite Disaster Service with Hurricane Andrew rebuilding. • On Nov. 22, The
Peace Team, seven persons from the Mechanicsburg church, presented a program of songs,
Scripture, and dramatic sketches to the Locust
Grove congregation, York, Pa., calling Christians' attention to the need for peace. • The
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church had a concert by
George Jackson Nov. 21. Alvin and Thata Book
spoke about work in Venezuela on Nov. 29. •
Phillip Keefer spoke Nov. 15 to begin a fiveday missions emphasis at the Messiah Village
church, Mechanicsburg, Pa. • The Morning
Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa.,
scheduled an evangelistic service Nov. 29 with a
children's church presentation and evangelistic
sermon. • On Nov. 4 the WE CARE homemakers of the Redland Valley church, York Haven,
Pa., viewed the Gloria Gaither video "What My
Parents Did Right." Twelve persons were baptized on Nov. 15. • The pastor and church board
of the Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa.,
attended the Nov. 14 "How to Grow the Smaller Church" seminar at the Grantham church.

For The Record
Births
Bailey: Jaylin; Jimmy and Becky (Burton)
Bailey, Bloomington Chapel congregation, Ky.
Beaver: Kristi Rene, Nov. 29; Kevin and
Tammy (Cramer) Beaver, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Bright: Brandon Everett, Sept. 15; Scott and
Margaret (Bright) Bright, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Buckwalter: Julie Noelle, Nov. 7; Phillip
and Donna (Gutshall) Buckwalter, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Cober: Jamie Leonard, Nov. 3; Phillip and
Lenore (Ruegg) Cober, Stayner congregation,
Ont.
Fohringer: Christa Naomi, Sept. 3; Carl and
Diane Fohringer, Colyer congregation, Pa.
Frayle: Marlaena Corinn, June 2,1992; Len
and Melanie (Penner-Taylor) Frayle, Riverside
Chapel congregation, Ont.
Gerlach: Eric Russell, Oct. 27; Bryan and
Lynn (Ranzinger) Gerlach, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Gibbins: Jared Timothy, Oct. 29; John and
Irene Gibbins, Orchard Creek congregation, Ont.
Grant: Vanessa Lynn, Oct. 13; Gregg and
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E.V. Timelines
100 Years Ago
Jan. 1, 1893 issue—"The rank growth of Christmas present-giving
custom is a subject which offers a find [sic] field for the genius of
reform. As a combination of luxuriant idiocy and tyrannical fashion
the custom is a menace to the peace of rational and conservative citizens
No man shall be liberal till he has paid necessary debts, or
can pay for what he buys without hurting himself or others."

75 Years Ago
Jan. 14, 1918 issue—From "Thanksgiving at the Chicago Mission": "The message during the afternoon service was given by Bros.
John A. Stump and V.L. Stump of Indiana. This was followed by an
ordination service, when Bro. Carl Carlson was set apart and ordained
to the ministry."
Same issue—A correspondent reports on the first revival meeting
held in the new church at Thomas, Okla.: "Bro. W.H. Boyer of Dayton, Ohio, accompanied by his dear wife, came to be present at the
dedication service (Nov. 1 8 ) . . . . "
Jan. 28, 1918 issue—a recommendation by the General Executive
Board that Bishop C.N. Hostetter and Bishop L.O. Musser be appointed to "make the proper arrangements to give the best possible care
and attention by way of religious service, or spiritual instruction, as
the case may demand, to the brethren who are detained at Camp
Mead, Maryland. . . . "

50 Years Ago

Jan. 4, 1943 issue—In "Less Gas to Go Places," J.H. Byer optimistically proposes: "A blessing in disguise, is it not? Cars will travel short distances in general. Resorts at beaches, mountains, and
lakes will have but few people. Many will be forced to close with their
evils and sin. Prayer meetings should have larger attendance. . . .
Small prayer meetings everywhere will help check country dances
and keep down drinking. . . . Walking, that splendid healthful exercise, will come back."
Same issue—In a report from the Springfield, Ohio, church: "Sr.
Helen Yeatts is our [young people's] leader and we have had some
'long-to-be-remembered' meetings
Bible quizzes are also becoming popular.... Bishop Henry Schneider from Merrill, Mich., came
to labor with us in the interest of our souls, the meetings beginning
Nov. 15 and closing Dec. 6.

25 Years Ago
Jan, 1,1968 issue—In "Taking 1968" by J.N. Hostetter: "We live
with a stepped-up war in Vietnam. In spite of mingled voices here at
home, ten thousand miles away we are seeking to circumvent a philosophy, a so-called stopping the advance of communism.... Here at
home, Newark and Detroit 'fell' in 1967. A score of cities had more
anarchy than they could contain. Hippies, second generation affluent
Americans, find nothing to live for... . The Church of Jesus Christ
was never more desperately needed, though admittedly can hardly get
through to be heard."

10 Years Ago
Jan. 1983 issue—"As promised, the Visitor begins as a 32-page
monthly."
"Contributions for the new Brethren in Christ hymnal have been
coming in very well. As of Dec. 21, the fund stands a t . . . 40% of the
needed $100,000."
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Kim (Allen) Grant, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Hagan: Adam Russell, Oct. 16; David and
Angie (Conrad) Hagan, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Johnston: Aaron Tyler, Nov. 5; Bill and
Wanda (Wideman) Johnston, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Kauffman: Brock Charles, Nov. 14; Parke
and Mary Jane (McNamara) Kauffman, Manor
congregation, Pa.
Kronawetter: Erica Marie, Nov. 19; Eric
and Darlene (Metzger) Kronawetter, Manor congregation, Pa.
Lageer: Sarah Joleen, Oct. 29; Kevin and
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Learning
to give
through
hardship
by Deborah R. Judd
Deborah Judd is a member of the
Carlisle, Pa., congregation.

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - November 30,1992
7992
1991
Proportionate 1.989.007 2.047.618
Congregational 1,839,259 1,939,242
Individual
149,748
108,376
Designated and
Direct Giving 773.310
Congregational 426,577
Individual
306,733
Total to Date

815,307
565,432
249,875

2.722.317 2.862.925

Total Budget
4.142.279 3.835.885
Received to Date 65.7%
74.6%
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Karen (Hartwig) Lageer, Stayner congregation,
Ont.
Longenecker: Emily Grace, Nov. 11; Philip
and Barbara (Renn) Longenecker, Speedwell
Heights congregation, Pa.
McClure: Abigail Rae, Nov. 2; Kevin and
Bonnie (Gayman) McClure, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Patterson: Mark Andrew, Oct. 10; Rob and
Daryl Patterson, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa.
Richardson: Kera Dawn, Sept. 30; Bill and
Sue Richardson, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa.
Shenk: Vanessa Joy, Nov. 25; Roger and
Donna (Martin) Shenk, Refton congregation, Pa.

When one talks of stewardship, the
giving of the tithe is the first thought that
usually pops into one's thinking. My own
experience with tithing has not been lifelong. I grew up in a large family of modest means. We went to church regularly
and my dad was very verbal about us
having an offering for the Lord for each
service of worship. He also made money
available for the programs of the church
and community if he thought they were
honoring to the Lord. With six children to
support, he must have been tempted to
withhold offerings at times but I don't
think he did it. I first learned of sacrificial
giving from him.

Spoonhour: Natalie Elaine, Nov. 7; Irv and
Pam (Richmond) Spoonhour, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Stambaugh: Wesley Alden, Nov. 7; Merlin
and Roxane (Yoder) Stambaugh, Winchester
congregation, Va.
Stetler: Benjamin Jared, Oct. 28; Larry and
Karen Stetler, Oklahoma City congregation,
Okla.
Thackeray: Kellan John, Oct. 27; Darrell
and Jackie Thackeray, Kindersley congregation,
Sask.
William: Priya Roberta, Oct. 26; Robert and
Punitha William, Grantham congregation, Pa.

As an adult I have been on a journey
which has been far from what I had envisioned as a young college graduate, a
young wife, and a new mother. Life has
been full of altered plans and disappointments mixed in with joys and celebrations. But I can truly attest, as can many
of you, to God's strength in my times of
weakness. Hindsight allows me to see
how the Lord drew me closer to him,
drew my attention toward certain issues
and changed my attitude about what I
need in this life.

strains on the budget have been overwhelming. I might describe this as having
a catcher's mitt on my hand and having
ten balls coming at me at one time and
not knowing which one to catch. My
family has known serious illness, dental
needs, ongoing medication needs, longterm physical therapy needs, aids to
learning for my learning disabled son,
and I have historically had undependable
cars. During some of those times I have
given sparingly and grudgingly to the
Lord even though by this time I had been
taught the biblical directives on tithing. I
would feel especially burdened about it
as I would hear others mention their giving practices. I began tithing in an
uncommitted way and eventually in a
more committed way. I have now decided to meet the challenge in a new way. I
have been accustomed to "budgeting" my
tithe so that I can provide bulletin boards,
awards, craft items, and even food for
some underprivileged kids with whom I
have worked. I will allow the Lord to
change my attitude about the need, show
me ways to stretch the 90 percent I have
to include these things, or to find other
ways to provide them.

Much of the hardship that I have experienced has been financial. I have been a
single parent for 13 years. Being a single
parent can put a person into many financially vulnerable positions as that person
makes adjustments to having less
income—sometimes less than half of
what they were accustomed to. I have
been blessed with a good job with a certain amount of security, and I have not
had to use welfare or other public assistance programs to provide for my three
children. But often the interruption and

I believe that giving the tithe can
become easy after practicing it for
awhile. You don't even miss it. The challenge in stewardship comes in a much
broader sense. We are to be stewards of
our energy, our talents, our gifts, and our
time. There are material and spiritual
benefits to the one who gives cheerfully.
My family has survived literally
because of God's provision for us
through the stewardship of the people of
the church. Let me define that more
clearly.
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Weddings
Bearss - Tarnawsky: Betty Ann Michelle
Tarnawsky, Welland, Ont., and Ross Floyd
Bearss, Ridgeway, Ont., Nov. 11, at Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J.
Chester officiating.
Coover - Hockenberry: Virginia Lea,
daughter of Galen and Virginia Hockenberry,
Shippensburg, Pa., and Steven Lee Coover, Jr.,
son of David and Marcia Labonte, Oct. 10, at Mt.
Rock Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lloyd
T. Zimmerman officiating.
Dean - Naylor: Judy Lynn Naylor, daughter
of Judie Baguley, and Brian Leroy, son of Bob

My family knows:
1. stretching food and gasoline;
2. wearing shoes until a toe protrudes
or moisture enters the soles;
3. getting behind in bills in order to
help my daughter in college pay for
books and tuition;
4. receiving a small gift at Christmas
time;
5. taking no summer vacation;
6. postponing dental appointments
because someone has a need for
medicine for an ear infection or Mom
needs insulin and syringes;
7. needing a haircut but having to
wait until the next payday.
Let me tell you what they do not
know. They don't know what it is to:
1. miss a father/son banquet despite
no father in the home;
2. miss a youth retreat or concert
because of lack of money;
3. miss church even though the car
isn't working;
4. miss being in the high school
musical because Mom doesn't sew well
enough to make the costumes;
5. not to be prayed for and cared for.
Yes, we have survived because of the
stewardship practices of:
1. Sunday school teachers who have
shown unconditional love;
2. Boys Brigade Rangers who act as
mentors;
3. youth leaders who attend school
activities;
4. youth leaders who make it a point
to connect with a youth who has missed
a few meetings;
5. a pal who through Pal/Gal program will always be special to my
daughter;
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and Marilyn Dean, Wainfleet, Ont., Oct. 17, at
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Bill Johnston officiating.
Forte - Ressler: Tammy Lynn, daughter of
David and Sherry Ressler, Conestoga, Pa., and
Gus Edward, son of Cosimo and Merla Forte,
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 14, at Pequea Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Omer E. King officiating.
Hankins - Cable: Robin Lynn Cable,
Bethany, Okla., and Rex Allen Hankins, Oklahoma City, Okla., Sept. 18, at Oklahoma City
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Steve
Lehman officiating.

6. a counselor who has donated his
services to us;
7. pastors who have reached out to
us;
8. anonymous givers of food and
money;
9. friends who affirm us.
The anonymous gifts have had incredible impact on our lives over and over
again. Never underestimate what your
giving can do.
One Christmas Eve I came with my
children to services at our church and I
had three dollars in my wallet. I went to
check my mail slot before donning my
choir robe. There were several cards
there including one with $50 in it with no
name attached to the gift. I was overwhelmed that someone would do this.
After the service, I was driving home
when the car started acting strangely and
started smoking. After searching and
finally finding a garage that was still
open, I found out that I would need $45
to cover towing costs to have the car
taken to a dealership. Two hours after I
received the gift, I needed it for an emergency! God is so good!
More recently I have suffered some
real financial stress due to college tuition
needs, expensive car repairs, and taxes. I
prayed for the Lord to help me better
manage my money and to find ways to
meet these needs. I was cutting back
wherever possible and stretching food.
On Saturday morning I hung on my
refrigerator a list of things to buy when I
felt I could buy some non-food items.
They were aluminum foil, paper towels,
toothpaste, and detergent. Two hours
later, my son John started to go outside
and said, "Mom, come quick, I can't get

Hixson - Gibson: Rebecca Lynn Gibson,
Oklahoma City, Okla., and Richard Wayne Hixson, Moore, Okla., Oct. 31, at Oklahoma City
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Steve
Lehman officiating.
Jackson - Barnes: Christine Mary, daughter
of Charles Barnes, Dunnville, Ont., and Douglas James, son of James and Dorothy Jackson,
Wellandport, Ont., Aug. 29, at Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Bill Johnston officiating.
Lanier - Bierer: Laurel Marie, daughter of
James and Nancy Bierer, Columbia, Pa., and
Douglas Lee, son of James and Judy Lanier,
Canyon, Tex., Nov. 7, at Manor Brethren in

the front door open." There were four
bags of groceries blocking his way. I
couldn't imagine who, how, why. I was
sure of the "who" as I unpacked the bags.
In those bags were aluminum foil, paper
towels, toothpaste, and detergent. Also,
homemade frozen soups, school lunch
materials, and even sugar-free canned
fruit since I am diabetic. This person
thought of everything. God is so good!
Many people have asked me how I
find time to sing in choir, teach Sunday
school, lead Boys Brigade, work with
underprivileged children, and work with
singles' issues. My answer is similar to
the words of a familiar song:
How can I say thanks for the things
you have done for me?
Things so undeserved, yet you give
to prove your love for me.
The voices of a million angels
could not express my gratitude.
All that I am and ever hope to be, I
owe it all to you.
How could I not respond to the opportunities that have been provided for me
to show my thankfulness? God has provided for me abundantly, more than I
could ever conceive. I have been blessed
each time I have responded and I have
been blessed each time others have
responded to the call of sacrificial giving
of their time, talents, money, personality,
and love. This is stewardship.
Don't give God the leftovers. Let us
work with God in partnership by doing
something constructive so that we are
working with him rather than waiting for
him to work for us.
God is so good!
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Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz and
Rev. David Erisman officiating.
Miller - Parks: Traci Parks, daughter of Gerald and Barbara Parks Slagenweit, Curryville,
Pa., and Allen Miller, son of Dale and Judy
Miller Edwards, Williamsburg, Pa., Nov. 7, at
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church with Rev.
Kieran Carey and Rev. Earl Herr officiating.
Pirson - Murtaugh: Kelly, daughter of Gary
and Muriel Murtaugh, Dain City, Ont., and
George, son of George and Linda Pirson, Wainfleet, Ont., Aug. 15, at Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Bill Johnston officiating.
Smith - Reed: Diane L., daughter of Lamar
and Irene Reed, Lancaster, Pa., and Robert C,
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Robert Smith, Ephrata,
Pa., Nov. 7, at Lancaster Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Daniel P. Allen officiating.
Thomas - Finefrock: Phyllis Finefrock,
Quarryville, Pa., and James Thomas, Quarryville, Nov. 7, at Pequea Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Omer E. King officiating.
Turner - Yarberry: Tammy Gail, daughter
of Sharon and the late Doug Yarberry, Columbia,
Ky., and Stephen Ralph, son of Willie and Loretta Turner, Columbia, Sept. 12, at Bloomington
Chapel Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Timothy Lewis officiating.

Obituaries
Burton: Raymond Burton, born June 12,
1931, son of Jim and Betty Burton, died Aug. 31.
Surviving are his wife, Lettie Jane; a son, Terry;
a daughter, Marilyn Sullivan; a grandson; two
brothers, Jay and Orby; and a sister, Runie
Miller. Raymond was a lifelong farmer in Adair
County. He attended the Bloomington Chapel
church (Ky.). The funeral was held at Stotts,
Phelps, McQueary Funeral Home with Rev.
Wilbur Benner and Rev. Timothy Lewis officiating. Interment was in Haven Hill Cemetery.
Caufman: Harold R. Caufman, born Aug.
3, 1934, son of Melvin B. and Dorothy E. Rife
Caufman, died Nov. 13. Surviving are a brother,
Wilbur R.; a sister, Lois M. Miller; and eight
nieces and nephews. Harold was a farmer and
member of the New Guilford congregation, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with Rev. Maurice
Bender and Rev. Terry L. Hoke officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Danner: Emma E. Danner, born Dec. 7,
1915, daughter of Kelsey and Sylvia Bishop,
died Oct. 29. Surviving is a son, Harry. Emma
was a charter member of the Fairview congregation, Pa., and a Sunday school teacher and cradle roll superintendent for many years. The
funeral was held at the LeRoy R. Leber Funeral
Home with Rev. Harvey Beinhower officiating.
Interment was in Bethel Cemetery.
Dixon: Hugh Dixon, born Feb. 14, 1920, in
South Carolina, died Oct. 23. Surviving are his
wife, Eleanor; a son, Robert J.; three daughters,
Nancy L. Chandra, Sandra J. Dixon, and Susan
B. Kemble; four grandchildren; two brothers,
Jack and Clinton; four sisters, Juanita Fowler,
Ethel Brooks, Sue Foster, and Laura Russell;
and a half-brother, Troy. Hugh was a member of
the Grantham, Pa., congregation, and active with
the Y's Men's Club and Gideons International.
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The funeral was held at the Grantham church
with Rev. Robert B. Ives, Rev. Horace Fenton,
Rev. Stuart Perrin, and Rev. Christopher Weinhold officiating. Interment was in Rolling Green
Memorial Park.
Fisher: Lewis Eldon Fisher, born Jan. 1,
1912, son of Robert and Maggie (Simmons)
Fisher, died Nov. 12. Surviving are two sons,
Dean and Dennis; and two daughters, Doreen
Jarman and Thelma Lougheed. Lewis was a
member of the Stayner, Ont., congregation where
the funeral was held with Rev. Darrell Winger
and Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. Interment
was in the United Church Cemetery.
Kipe: Sandra L. Kipe, born July 21, 1941,
daughter of Walter and Mary Gallo Lehman,
died Oct. 25. Surviving are her husband, Gerald
W. Kipe; a son, Galen W.; and six brothers and
sisters, Joyce A. Gilmore, Walter E., Patricia A.
Koza, William E., Sharon S. Guthrie, and Cindy
L. Tomasso. Sandra served as a Sunday school
teacher of the Good Samaritan Class of the
Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church, Pa.,
where she was a member. The funeral was held
at the church and at the Church of God of
Prophecy with Rev. Terry Burton, Rev. Ralph
Hock, and Rev. Robert Lehman officiating.
Interment was in Sylvan Heights Cemetery.
Landis: Bessie Marie Landis, born Sept. 4,
1905, daughter of Harvey and Lillie (McFarland) Neher, died Nov. 20. Preceding her in
death were two brothers, Russell and William;
and a sister, Myrtle Brandt. Surviving are her
husband, Roy Landis; three sons, Donald, Mike,
and Edgar; six grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; and a great-great-grandson. Bessie
taught Sunday school children for many years at
the Abilene, Kan., Brethren in Christ Church
where she was a member. The funeral was held
at the church with Rev. Henry Landis officiating.
Interment was in Bethel Cemetery.
Lewis: John Edward Lewis, born Sept. 20,
1903, son of George D. and Mary E. (Miller)
Lewis, died Nov. 13. Surviving are his wife, Eva
(Byers); a sister, Mary Hartley; and a nephew,
John E. Hartley. John was a general practitioner
physician in Cochranton, Pa., before retiring to
Florida in 1978. He was a member of the
Beymer Memorial United Methodist Church,
Fla. The funeral service was held at Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John A.
Byers and Rev. Omer E. King officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Mater: John Jacob Mater, born July 30,
1901, son of John Oscar and Martha Jane (Neff)
Mater, died Oct. 2. Preceding him in death were
his wife, Helen J. (Ready); a daughter, Joy Adelaide; 2 brothers, Oscar and Cecil; and 3 sisters,
Helen, Sarah, and Evelyn. Surviving are 4 sons,
Lyle, Clyde, John, and Reid; 2 daughters, Carolyn Roik and Brenda Murator; 2 brothers, Adin
and Basil; 2 sisters, Eleanor Howell and Doris
Jones; 21 grandchildren; and 19 great-grandchildren. As one of the oldest members of the
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation, he had turned sod
for the 1991 addition to the church. Services
were held at the Wainfleet church with Rev. Bill
Johnston officiating. Interment was in Zion Cemetery.

daughters, Amy and Amanda; two sons,
Michael, Jr., and Jacob; his parents; two brothers,
David and Gary; and a sister, Judy Fox. Michael
graduated from LaVille High School and was
employed at Troyer Food Company. He attended the Nappanee, Ind., congregation, where the
funeral was held with Rev. Richard Mailloux
officiating.
Newmyer: Lydia M. Newmyer, born July 6,
1904, daughter of George and Lena (Grabill)
Yoder, in Parnell, Iowa, died Nov. 24. Preceding
her in death were three husbands, Rev. Eli
Hostetler, Harry Buchwalter, and Edward
Newmyer. Surviving are 8 children, Paul, Lloyd,
Eli, Lois McBeth, Evangeline Stern, George,
Albert, and Virgil; 27 grandchildren; 29 greatgrandchildren; and a sister, Alta Sommers. Lydia
was a member of the Messiah Village congregation, Pa. Services were held there and at Pleasant
View Mennonite Church (Ohio) with Rev. J.
Robert Lehman, Rev. David P. McBeth, and
Rev. Hubert L. Stern officiating. Interment was
in Pleasant View Mennonite Cemetery.
Sollenberger: Norman W. Sollenberger,
born Aug. 25, 1919, son of Amos H. and Fannie
Agnes Wenger Sollenberger, died Nov. 13. Surviving are his wife, Lois E. (Rice); 2 daughters,
Anne S. Rife and Joyce S. Raser; 3 sons, P.
Allen, N. Lane, and Lynn E.; 13 grandchildren;
2 brothers, Paul H. and John E.; and a sister,
Beulah Haas. As a member of the New Guilford
congregation, Pa., he served as deacon, Sunday
school teacher and superintendent, church board
member, trustee, youth leader, and chair of the
building committee. He was recipient of Pennsylvania's Master Farmer Award in 1971 and
received the Charles Cowan Award in 1989 for
distinguished service to the dairy industry. The
funeral was held at the New Guilford church
with Rev. Robert Verno and Rev. Christina
Owens officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Stern: John J. Stern, born Oct. 4, 1899, son
of Isaac and Ella (Kauffman) Stern, died Nov. 8.
Preceding him in death were his wife, Anna
Grace; and 2 sons. Surviving are 3 children, John
W., Mary Louise Van Dyke, and James R.; 15
grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; and 2
great-great-grandchildren. John was a retired
farmer and member of the Martinsburg, Pa.,
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral was
held with Rev. Earl E. Herr and Rev. Mark E.
Slagenweit officiating. Interment was in the
Kauffman cemetery.
Weaver: Geraldine R. Weaver, born Mar.
24,1923, daughter of James Oliver and Bertha F.
Mcllnay Snyder, died Oct. 17. Preceding her in
death were a grandson; and two sisters, Helen
Eshelman and Stella Snyder. Surviving are her
husband, William Weaver, Jr.; 5 children, P.
Dale, Donna J. Mowery, Robert W., Duane A.,
and Daryl L.; 15 grandchildren; 9 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers, William D. Snyder and
Harry A. Snyder; and a sister, Joanna Snyder.
Geraldine was a member of the Yellow Creek
Church of the Brethren, but attended Mt. Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral was
held with Rev. H. Lee Ritchey and Rev. John E.
Geyer officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.

Moore: Michael D. Moore, born Apr. 4,
1952, son of Lewis and Jean Moore, died Oct.
20. Surviving are his wife, Teri (Thielka); two
Evangelical Visitor

50th anniversary
for Memorial
Holiness Camp
July 1993 will be a time for "Coming
Together" as people from far and wide
join in celebrating the 50-year ministry of
Memorial Holiness Camp. The camp
meeting week, July 17-25, will provide a
grand opportunity for remembering how
lives interacted with each other and with
God's grace at Memorial Holiness Camp.
Camp meeting for 1993, like so many
of life's experiences, will mean different
things to different people. For the 75 or
more teens who will attend, the week will
revolve around a well-planned activity
schedule including challenging Bible
teaching as well as the spirited music of
New Light from Messiah College. For
the lively crowd of children, the week
will mean a fun-filled schedule of Bible
stories and activities spiced with delightful music. For first-time attenders, there
will be the joy of new friendships and the
wonder of new discoveries regarding
God's plan.
All who attend will experience the

MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Messiah offers speakers bureau
The Messiah College speakers bureau
is a service offered by the college's teaching and administrative faculty. With 56
persons involved, the bureau offers more
than 150 topics. Clubs, civic organizations, schools, and churches are invited to
request a speaker.
A small honorarium plus mileage
reimbursement is charged for each
engagement. Requests for speakers can
most easily be filled when made six to
eight weeks in advance. If you have any
questions, write or call Sherri Wolgemuth
at Messiah College, Grantham, PA
17027,(717)691-6032.
Brethren in Christ students
inducted into Honor Society
On December 8, fourteen English
major students were inducted into Alpha
January 1993

inspiration and challenge of preaching by
Dr. Henry Ginder, Pastor Ron Bowell,
and others.
Part of the beauty of Memorial Holiness Camp is its longevity—50 wonderful years. So let the celebrations begin
for a very special Golden Anniversary.
Included in the celebration is the publication and sale of a pictorial story revealing the people and events of the past 50
years. The beautiful shaded camp
grounds near West Milton will feature,
for the camp meeting week, an extensive
collection of artifacts including creative
commemorative items that will be available for sale, made by churches, Sunday
school classes, and individuals.
The July 1993 "Coming Together"
will be shaped by the "the 5 R's":
Reunion will recognize the relationships
developed over the years. Revelation is a
window into the story of the past fifty
years. Revival and Restoration accent the
power of the Spirit at work in the present.
Rededication is the call to be resourceful
in applying the biblical mandate to the
needs and opportunities of the 21st century. Many will want to start early in
planning to participate in Memorial Holi-

Upsilon, the Messiah College chapter of
Sigma Tau Delta, the National English
Honor Society. To be eligible to join, students must have junior or senior status,
have at least a 3.3 GPA in their English
courses, and be in the top one-third of
their class. Of these, four were Brethren
in Christ students.
Christopher R. Cober, junior, Kitchener, Ontario
Jeffrey C. Erikson, junior, Dillsburg,
Pa.
Nancy L. Huber, junior, Annville, Pa.
Michelle E. McNiven, senior, Willowdale, Ontario
Looking? Plan to spend a day at
Messiah
Prospective students and their families are invited to spend a day at Messiah
this semester. Several special open house
days have been planned. These days start
with registration in the Eisenhower Campus Center at 9:00 a.m. Included are academic and financial aid information sessions, campus tours, and a complimentary lunch with faculty and students.
Open house days for all areas of study
are Monday, Feb. 15, and Saturday,
March 6.

ness Camp's 1993 "Coming Together."
For further program and lodging information, write to: Memorial Holiness
Camp, 7410 Mishler Drive, West Milton,
OH 45383. Phone: (513) 698-3067.

Publication on Owen Alderfer
The December 1992 issue of
Brethren in Christ History and Life,
published by the Brethren in Christ
Historical Society, is given entirely
to evaluating the life and contributions of Owen Alderfer. Contents
include a major biographical article
by David Zercher, a selection from
Owen's writings (on holiness), and
evaluations of various aspects of his
career by Martin Schrag, Keith
Ulery, Arthur Climenhaga, Frederick Finks, Paul Hostetler, and Daniel
Chamberlain.
Copies of this individual issue
may be purchased at $5.00 each
(postage, handling, and tax included) by writing to the editor, Brethren
in Christ Historical Society, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027.

Open house days for specific areas of
study are Friday, Feb. 5, for engineering,
mathematical sciences, management and
business and Friday, Feb. 19, for nursing
and natural sciences.
There will also be a special program
for students from minority ethnic backgrounds on Minority Awareness Day,
Monday, Jan. 18, Martin Luther King
Day.
If you don't see a date here that's convenient for the whole family, call the
Admissions Office at (717) 691-6000 to
set up your own time to visit.
Ministers Conference reminder
A reminder that the 28th Annual Ministers Conference will be held at Messiah
College on Feb. 15-17, 1993. Dr. Lewis
B. Smedes, Professor of Theology and
Integration at Fuller Theological Seminar in Pasadena, Calif., is the featured
guest speaker. Also an author of many
works, his messages at the conference
will be drawn from his latest book,
Shame and Grace, due out in February
1993.
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fyalogue
What I wish I'd
said at General
Conference
by Robert B. Ives
General Conference is a wonderful
time for the church: a time to catch up
with longtime friends; a time to meet people from other parts of the church; a time
to revel in history, in eating together, in
catching glimpses of missionaries, and in
listening to what others are thinking about
the business before us.
Conference is also a sort of guessing
game because you can never figure out
what people are going to take up as
issues. I myself came to the 1992 General Conference prepared to speak to a few
issues based on my reading of the Agenda and talking to people on the Board of
Administration (BOA) and in the church.
If one person—he admitted it at Conference—speaks only twice in 45 years,
there are others who more than make up
for it; but I'd like to be a moderate speaker. I guess I hope then I will be heard
when I do say something.

Contributions
invited for Dialogue
and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters
may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may
decide to withhold names due to
special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for
readers to express their opinions on
a broad range of topics relevant to
the mission of the church and to living the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, and does not
necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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So, I came prepared to speak to the
theological issue of causality of sin and
did, not that my viewpoint won the day. I
also came prepared to speak to the number of delegates who would represent a
church at General Conference. I was all
for the one delegate per 100 members,
but thought that the cap at three delegates
wasn't fair to larger churches, and Conference agreed.
I was also ready for a discussion on an
appeals process that would help the
church, but there was a lot of conference
business and this item did not get to the
floor of Conference.
The issue of whether there ought be
any ground for exceptions to our church
position on believer's baptism did come
to the floor of Conference. I wanted to
speak to that question. After all, the
Grantham Church had brought the petition to the Regional Conference three
years ago, and Regional Conference sent
it on to the BOA. We at the Grantham
Church have spent literally hundreds of
hours working on it, talking to people in
the church, discussing it in staff and
Church Board and Council, and writing
papers dealing with the issues.
I wondered whether the debate was
balanced when a person from BOA was
the first to speak after the issue was on
the floor (he opposed exceptions), and
when another member of BOA rose to
tell Conference the best way to defeat the
motion. What that means is one has to
listen carefully to the debate. Sometimes
it wended its way into secondary issues,
but finally it was time that defeated the
enterprise. Instead of there being a debate
in which our side was heard, we were
closing the debate so Conference might
end.
Now I'm not complaining about the
time pressure. Part of parliamentary
debate is to work within time controls.
My complaint is mostly with myself,
what I wish I had said.
In the church there is no question that
we support believer's baptism as the form
of baptism most consistent with the biblical model. Even a reformed theologian
like Karl Barth, after thinking about the
issue, comes down on the side of believer's baptism as the most coherent biblical
model.
But still I had these concerns:
1. There is a polity issue, a widespread

issue based on the survey of churches the
committee appointed by BOA undertook.
That survey revealed that there have been
at least 33 churches who have received
into membership people who were not
baptized by believer's baptism. There are
all sorts of reasons for these exceptions to
our standard operating procedures. The
one overall reason seemed to be pastors
trying to be sensitive to the needs of people. One thing the procedure outlined in
the Conference Agenda would do is provide a normative structure with pretty
strict standards to guide such pastors.
I suppose one could say, as someone
said to me, "Hey, my bottom line is, this
is our position. This is what we hold to."
That seems to me beside the point since,
in fact, pastors are making exceptions and
for a variety of reasons. So our task as a
church should be, I would think, to help
such pastors deal with that pastoral conflict. We certainly do that about other
things. Our official position is for
women's headcovering, yet we make
membership exceptions to that all the
time. We are a peace church, yet we
receive people into churches all the time
who are military or who are not yet where
we are about non-resistance; usually saying something like, they will grow in this
area. And, at least in the Grantham
Church, we ask people becoming members who are not yet where we are on this
to not fight about the issue within the
church. Something similar is true for
churches about our view of sanctification. We don't demand that all new members be where we are on this. We do ask
that they be open to our view.
2. There is also a theological issue.
One of the people who spoke in the baptism debate said that our ancestors began
our church over baptism when they were
baptized in the Susquehanna River, which
isn't all that should be said. What this little band of people were excited about was
a crisis conversion experience and then
they said, following the Bible, now we
need to be baptized. Baptism was important to them and it has become an even
more important issue, for some in the
church today talk about how we have
given up so much of our heritage, we
must draw the line here.
Another of the persons who spoke in
Conference said that in every instance in
the New Testament where a person
Evangelical Visitor

believes, he or she is baptized. Though
that is more than we know, the point is
well taken. But, here is where the theological question comes. In the New Testament, baptism follows faith, but in our
church we make baptism a condition for
membership and that is quite a different
matter. In the one case baptism is connected with faith; in the other case, with
the compulsion of belonging.
You can tell there is some uncertainty
among us on this question because we
aren't quite certain what to do when children are converted. We usually say, since
baptism implies discipleship, we ought
wait with these young converts until there
is more maturity; so we do wait, usually
having baptism and church membership
coincide in the teenage years.
But consider someone who was baptized as an infant into an evangelical family and church and has been a Christian
for 20 or 30 years, and in those years followed Christ in obedient acts of discipleship and by bearing witness to his or her

faith. Of what import is baptism as a condition of membership to someone like
that? Now, in our one church, we have
required believer's baptism for polity reasons, but we wish we could make exceptions where the conditions spelled out in
the formula that had been before Conference warrant it.
For some of those people we meet at
the Grantham Church, it is an issue of
conscience to not be baptized. Some of
these people come because of the college. They visit churches in the community, but like the church on campus. They
would become members; their children
would be baptized by believer's baptism;
they like our doctrine and our commitment to biblical faith, but they themselves
are held back because of a conscience
issue and they do not become Brethren in
Christ and we lose them.
Here is the place where I need to
repeat my commitment to believer's baptism. I myself have been baptized by
believer's baptism, out of conviction; and

I would hope that the great majority of
people would so come into the church.
The question posed initially by the
Grantham Church was: are there any
valid grounds for exception to receiving
members who have been strong believers
for years and do not feel convicted about
believer's baptism? Unfortunately, in the
rushed debate, that issue was not
addressed directly, leaving the church
poorer.
That's what I wish I had said at Conference. That's why we brought the petition to the Regional Conference and the
Board of Administration in the first place.
I don't know whether there'll be another
Conference at which this issue will be
raised again. What I do know is that in
the meantime we'll lose some people and
will be lessened for it.
Robert B. Ives, Pastor
Grantham, Pa.
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I not only endorse Herbert J. Hoover's
suggestion ("Dialogue," Nov. '92) that
we employ 1 Cor. 2:2 as a hermeneutical
principle. I wish to expand it by observing that if used there, it will also be
reflected in our program of proclamation—and in our defining denominational identity.
We are perhaps justifiably self-conscious about the first word in our name,
Brethren in Christ. But, while trying to
find a more suitable alternative, it would
be unfortunate if we minimized the significance of the other two words, "in
Christ."
To enlarge on the point, I'll quote
some lines which appeared on these
pages 20 years ago: "The importance of
taking seriously the teachings and the
example of Jesus is that here we have the
authentic measure of Christian experience and of Christian living—a
plumbline of faith and practice" (John
Zercher).
A further quote from the same time
suggests both the directive and corrective value of a Christ-centered emphasis:
Our fathers' guidelines for biblical
interpretation, although perhaps not
entirely consistent, were basically ChristJanuary 1993

centered. They believed that God's revelation of himself through the Old Testament was partial or veiled, and that his
full self-disclosure came only in Christ
and the apostles who spoke in his name
through the New Testament.
This conviction determined their
world view and is especially apparent in
their ethical convictions. In deciding, for
example, what position to take toward
practices such as warfare, capital punishment, and oath swearing, they did not
go back to the Hebrew experiences in the
Old Testament, which included these
practices, but rather to the teachings and
examples of "Christ and the apostles."
To possible critics who envision a
"flat" Bible with no progressive or
ascending self-disclosure of Godfrom the
Old to the New Testament, I suspect that
our forefathers would have replied simply
that "In many and various ways God
spoke of old to our fathers by the
prophets; but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his son... (RSV).
Are we clear as a brotherhood on how
God wishes to speak to us today? Are we
hearing from a "flat" Bible what we take
to be his voice? Are we, perhaps, even
beginning to accept the ideologies ofsec-

ularistic culture as messages from him?"
(C. O. Wittlinger).
These comments and further contemplation of who we are as brothers and sisters "in Christ" should help clarify our
understanding of the gospel and lend both
authority and authenticity in its proclamation.
Ray M. Zercher
Grantham, Pa.

Plan now to attend

Hope for a
hurting world
51 st Annual Convention

National Association
of Evangelicals

March 7-9, 1993
Orlando, Florida
For more information, call NAE
at(708)
6650500
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The times
are
changing
by R. Donald Shafer

In some ways it is true that change is
a constant factor. We are all growing
older and with the factor of our Godgiven creativity, we are continually
faced with new technology. Also, sin is
always with us as noted in our violent
societies well depicted in the news.
In other ways, there are changes that
are more significant. People become
aware that major shifts have happened or
are taking place that have profound
implications. For example, at one time in
North America the church steeples were
symbols of the centers of our communities. Spiritual leaders were respected by
most persons even if those persons
weren't church-related. But now the
bank and insurance buildings dominate
our landscape and the financial tycoons,
along with economic trends, have become the media focus and great concern
of our times. Even the recent election of
the President of the United States was
based on economic issues more than any
other factor.
Another great change in our world
has been the demise of the arch enemy
of the West, namely Communism. It is
usually easy to be against someone or
some ideology, and when that is removed, it can create a vacuum.
Some people have observed that in
the Canadian and United States culture
there is no common morality. Almost
any behavior is touted to be acceptable,
and we are reminded to respect the rights
of all persons, and even animals, without
much thought about consequences. Our
television talk shows quickly illustrate
our obsession with immorality that is
acceptable as long as there is "adult con28

sent." The one sign of hope is a concern
for our children, but that doesn't seem to
be a major cultural accent. Selfishness
and lack of concern for the poor is
another growing epidemic.
A visit to the Middle East early in
1992 enabled me to see that we in the
West are not only depraved, but we
export our uncertain direction and use
the power of money to create havoc in
other parts of the world as well.
But thank God there are signs of
renewal! They may be small, but they
are powerful. In the midst of natural disasters that bring famine or homelessness, many have responded with time,
energy, and money to assist devastated
people.
Recently I read a story that is a sign
of hope. (It is one of those stories that
gets passed along in different forms.) It
is about a congregation that had put in a
new carpet. Some of the members
noticed that a path was beginning to
develop all the way around the pews,
across the front of the sanctuary, and
around places that weren't normally
heavy traffic areas. No one could figure
out how this was happening. Some people joked about a church ghost. Over the
course of several years the wearing of
the carpet became quite obvious, and it
was clearly not caused by the usual traffic of the members. The story spread
beyond the church and curiosity seekers
came to see this strange phenomenon,
and some of the seekers even became
members of the congregation. A few
members wanted to replace the carpet
but others were intrigued by the mystery of this strange path in the carpet.
Then on a really cold winter's night,
the janitor dropped by and saw the shadows of a figure moving around inside
the sanctuary. He slipped in and discovered it was an older retired member who
hadn't been seen for years. When confronted, he said that he was simply walking around praying for the persons who
sat in the pews or occupied the pulpit or
organ stool. Upon further investigation,
it was learned that the older member
actually was using the church as a residence since he was homeless. This situation caused the congregation to examine its ministry and led the church board

members to walk the aisles in prayer to
discern what God would have them do
as a church.
Those of us asked to serve as leaders
of the Brethren in Christ Church have
sensed a call to pray. Indeed, we have
asked all members to join us in prayer
and fasting the first week of the new
year. Hopefully, that was a rich experience for all who accepted that invitation.
But signs of hope must be fleshed out
in helpful behavior. In days of change,
believers must know who they are, what
they believe, and how to live! As a
Brethren in Christ church family, we
seek to share the good news of Christ's
Lordship and to make disciples of all
persons. We have a good heritage and a
holy calling. It will take a renewed
church to confront our culture.
True, the times are changing, but
Jesus calls us over the tumult of these
days. We are part of a worshiping
church. That means we are involved in a
community of faith comprised of intimate and loyal relationships since the
church is the "Bride of Christ." It also
means the church is a "building" and so
there is order and structure for us to
function. And the church is a "body"
which means we are alive and connected and truly need each other. If we serve
our age as did the New Testament
church, then we can be "light" and "salt"
in these changing times. Let us pray one
for another. Then as we relate in Christian love, the world will meet us and
find the living Christ in us. Jesus calls us
to be faithful in all times!

Don Shafer is General
Secretary of the Board of
Administration as well as
Administrative Director of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. He and
his wife Marlene recently movedfrom Upland,
Calif, to Boiling Springs, Pa.
Evangelical Visitor
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When I started writing this column
more than eight years ago, I had no idea
I had committed myself to 100 columns!
"Phoebe's Journal" originated in 1984
with a group of women in various leadership positions in the church who were
meeting regularly for mutual support
and encouragement. One of the things
we wanted to do was communicate some
of our concerns as women to the church
at large. Glen very graciously gave us
this page in the Visitor, and I was designated as the writer.
From the beginning I made the column reflect my personality. Although I
think I often wrote on behalf of the
women in the group as well as other
women in the church, I chose to be personal as well. My reason for doing this
was that I felt my experience, while
unique to me, was similar to other
women's experience and I wanted to
give all women a voice. It is also easier
for me to write effectively on larger
issues if I can connect them with personal experience.
This means that Visitor readers have
joined me as I've passed a number of
milestones: my children have grown
from childhood and pre-adolescence to
adolescence and young adulthood; my
husband and I passed our 20th wedding
anniversary; I joined the fortysomething
crowd; I moved from working at home
to working outside the home, and went
in and out of a denominational administrative position.
Everything I've written about has had
its basis in fact; that is, I haven't made
up incidents to make a point, although
I've tried to disguise some to protect
privacy and anonymity. Mark, Beth and
David really are my husband and two
children (although these are n ot their
real names), and other people to whom
I've referred have real-life counterparts.
And yes, except for about four columns
written by friends, I have been Phoebe
for all eight years (despite the belief
among some that Phoebe changes every
year like Onesimus does!).

comes with anonymity. I've probably
written some columns I wouldn't have
written if my name were attached. I'm
not ashamed or embarrassed by what I
write, but often anonymity prevents
what I say from being confused with or
dismissed by who I am as a person. The
reader can't as easily say, "well, consider the source," but must reflect on the
content on its own merits. During all the
time of this column, I've also written
for the denomination under my own
name and usually in an official capacity.
"Phoebe's Journal" gave me a forum on
a personal level, affected as it inevitably
often was by my knowledge of the
church at large.
Which brings me to the only column
Glen ever rejected. I had chosen to write
about my objections to the denominational restructuring proposal (known
then as Vision Planning). My method
was allegorical in that I told a story from
our local school district which I used
because of its obvious (to me anyway)
parallels to the Vision Planning process.
Glen thought it wasn't fair for someone
in my position (on staff with the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns) to have an
opportunity to critique Vision Planning
and not have to own the comments. He
was probably right!

myself, relationships with other people,
the church, and God I have expressed
in the column at some point. I'm not one
to wear my religion on my sleeve, as the
saying goes, but I hope it has been clear
to readers that I care deeply about the
church and my Christian faith even as I
question certain aspects of both. One
area of spiritual growth for me during
these eight years has been in learning
better how to accept the gift of God's
grace and extend it to others.
After eight years and 100 columns,
the original purpose of "Phoebe's Journal" has at least been partially achieved.
Women's issues have received more
attention and our opportunities in church
ministry have increased. For example,
in these eight years, five women have
been ordained and more licensed to ministry in the Brethren in Christ Church.
But there are still many issues and concerns remaining for women and men and
their relationships with each other, and
it's time to move on, perhaps to a format
which allows more direct discussion.
I'm thankful to the Visitor and the
church as a whole for this opportunity to
communicate to the church. I trust that
the column has been as helpful to the
church as it has been a joy and a privilege for me to write.

Response to the column has been
interesting. Family and friends figured
out my identity very early, despite my
best efforts in those days to disguise
myself. One of my favorite stories is of
a young pastor's wife I didn't know well
who asked me if I was Phoebe as we
were rushing through the Chicago airport on our way home from the 1988
General Conference in California. It
seemed she detected similarities in style
between a short talk I had given at conference and the column. When people
asked me if I was Phoebe, I didn't lie,
but I never volunteered the information.
I was often surprised both by those who
figured out my identity and those who
couldn't in spite of some rather thinly
disguised columns. I was also well
aware that while I received comments of
appreciation for particular columns,
there were others who were sometimes
angered or frustrated by something I
said.

Phoebe
(also known as Harriet Bicksler)

I have enjoyed the freedom that

Much of what I have learned about

A Hundredth Column
Retrospective

January 1993

Until July 1992, Harriet Bicksler
served as Director of the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns. One of her last
projects was to edit Perspectives on Social
Issues, an adult study drawing on both
official and informal Brethren in Christ
statements on social problems of our day.
Now she is self-employed as an editor
and writer. Current contracts include ones
with the Pennsylvania Office of Mental
Health and with the Board for Brotherhood Concerns for whom she continues to
edit Shalom!, the BBC's quarterly journal
on social issues. She is a member of the
Grantham (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church
where she is just finishing an eight-year
stint on church board and coaches the
Bible Quiz Team. Having lived in Harrisburg for 17 years, she and her family are
moving this month to the Mechanicsburg
(Pa.) area.
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Dear Paul,
In spite of my good intentions, I've
had trouble finding time to write to
you. Lately a host of activities and
responsibilities constantly vie for—
no, demand—my attention. Sometimes I feel as though I'm just spinning my wheels. This past Christmas
season was a prime example. The joy
and wonder of our Lord Jesus' birth
were nearly swallowed up in the
busyness of our celebration. I'm
beginning to wonder whether I'm a
slave to my schedule.
No doubt you have heard other
brothers and sisters express this same
sentiment. Last week when the
believers gathered here, several began
bemoaning their crowded schedules
and busy lives. Our Scripture lesson
that day came from King David's
writings about the righteous man:
"But his delight is in the law of the
Lord, and on his law he meditates day
and night." We agreed that we neglect
the important disciples of study,
prayer, and meditation to care for the
more "urgent" tasks at home and
church, and for our occupations and
other interests. And while we all want
revival in Colosse, which slips further into pagan darkness each day, we
are too rushed to pray for it.
So after that meeting, several of us
committed ourselves to daily times of
meditation and prayer with the start of
the new year. Brothers Marcus and
Justus and I promised to hold one
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another accountable to pray for
revival in our own hearts and in our
city. But now I'm asking myself,
"Where can I find time for this?"
You of all people know about
being busy. With all your travels and
correspondence, your schedule has
always been dizzying. How do you
handle all the demands on your time
and still find time for important spiritual disciplines?
I remember that you admonished
the Hebrews to "throw off everything
that hinders." Do you ever find that
your tentmaking and church work
hinders your walk with the Savior?
I will wait eagerly for your answer.
In the meantime, you can be sure I'll
be busy.
Trying to slow down, I remain,
Your brother, Onesimus

Onesimus Postscript
January is the month in which we
reveal the identify of the previous
year's Onesimus and introduce the
next writer of the column.
Onesimus X was Paul LehmanSchletewitz, senior pastor of the Walnut Valley Brethren in Christ Church,
Walnut, Calif. He sends this postscript:
It's finally raining here in southern California. It has been so long
since the last rain that my daughter,
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who is nearly two years old, has seen
it rain only once before. So we took a
walk outside, and she laughed with
unabashed pleasure as the drops hit
her face. We are living in a droughtstricken land, but of deeper consequence is the spiritual drought that
we are enduring. The seed is scattered, and we look forward to the
coming rain; yet it is a long time in
coming.
After growing up in a parsonage, I
entered pastoral ministry at seventeen years of age, working with a
local junior high group. In the sixteen years since, I have held many
positions and received degrees. After
seeing the ministry for so long and
from so many angles, you might think
that the wonder of new conversion,
of a believer coming to a new understanding of Christ, of a person who
repents, of a believer who turns to
praise God, of a seed turning into a
blade of grass which in turn breaks
through to the light—you might think
that these would lose their joy and
wonder. They haven't.
My prayer is that in some small
way, Onesimus this past year has contributed to the wonder and unabashed
enthusiasm that you have for Jesus,
and that it rains in your area with
divine effect.
Yours in the Lamb
Onesimus '92
Paul Lehman-Schletewitz
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A letter from Chicago
Visitor reader Martha Byers, of Washington, D.C.,
mailed us a photocopy of a two-page handwritten note,
with the following comment:
"While discarding a moth-eaten dress of my grandmother's (Anna Mary Byers), I found this enclosed letter
in the pocket of the dress. "My father, Adam M. Byers,
believes this was written to the Antrim Church sewing
circle (Allegheny Conference) in the late 1930s or early
1940s. He said it was from the Chicago Mission."
Dear Sisters in Christ,
I greet you in Jesus' name. The Lord has been so good
to us here at the mission. I do praise him for the many precious promises he gives in his Word which help us in the
work.
I want to thank you for the large box of clothing and dry
goods we received from your sewing circle. Anything we
receive is gratefully received. The Lord will richly bless
you. I wish you could see the happiness and sunshine your
gift is bringing to the poor and needy.
A few days ago I called at a place where in the front
room lived a father with five dear motherless little children,
poor, dirty, and half-clad, seemingly no one to care for
them. I asked the father if he would like to have the children come to Sunday school. "Oh, yes, they always did go
before we were in this condition, but look at my children.
All we have is on our backs." That is very little, I thought.
I told them that we would do all we could for them. There
are so many other families in the same circumstances that
we contact by visiting in their homes....
We have started our own sewing school here at the mission now. As you know we were working with the Fruitful
Vine Sewing School under the Fruitful Vine Mission. But
their school got too large for the hall so now we have
taken our own girls into our own school. We have 61 schol-

ars and 9 teachers. This work is for the benefit of the poor
and to teach the young girls to become useful as well.
They enjoy sewing so much. It is a thrill to see 11- and 12year-old girls who never saw a needle before learn to
clothe themselves.
There have been several who have given their hearts to
God and have forsaken their worldly ways. An old whale
fisher and a stage actor were among the men who were
brought into the fold by the ministry ofBro. T. A. Long and
Bro. Myers, as they have held meetings here.
Please continue to remember us at the throne of grace.
We thank you for your prayers and contributions.
Your sister in Christ,
Sarah Bert
Although this letter is not particularly old or rare, it
does illustrate the fact that valuable historical items may be
tucked away in old books or boxes (or dresses) which you
might be planning to trash. One wonders how many truly
valuable historical documents or other artifacts have been
heedlessly thrown away. I know of one person who
destroyed a valuable lifetime collection of historicallysignificant photographs because he felt he was too attached
to them. I nearly wept when he told me what he had done;
they could have been donated to the Brethren in Christ
archives, thereby enriching successive generations.
Sister Sarah's letter also reminded me of two enduring
themes which should characterize our ministry as well as
hers: compassion for all who are in need, and a concern to
present the gospel to everyone we contact.
Although you may not be located in the inner city of
Chicago, and the despair may not be as obvious as that
confronting Sarah Bert, you will not have to look far from
your doorstep to find persons who need to see in you and
hear from you the Good News of Jesus.
G

Some things new
You needn't be too observant to notice several changes
in this January issue of the Visitor. During the next several months, we will be making various modifications in
layout and design of the magazine. Original plans were to
introduce all of the changes at once, but workloads have
dictated a slower pace. We'll be glad for your comments
along the way.
A new feature starting this month is found on page 2.
"Special People" will introduce you to a wide variety of
Brethren in Christ, of all ages and from all walks of life.
This issue marks the one hundredth column for Phoebe.
It was introduced in the October 1984 Visitor as a column
which would "explore one person's pilgrimage as a maturing adult, as a believer in Jesus Christ, as a wife and mother, and as an active member of the Brethren in Christ
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Church." Although this is the last Phoebe to be published,
the Visitor will continue to examine many of the issues and
concerns in the life of the church which the column
addressed. Thank you, Phoebe, for a job well done. (The
identity of Phoebe is revealed on page 29.)
For over two years, the four General Church Leaders,
along with other church leaders, have written articles
which appeared on "The Back Page." That column will
now appear inside the magazine; the title dujour is "Page
Twenty Eight," and you can find it—you guessed it—on
page 28. (Oh, if all of life could be as simple as that!)
New on the back page will be a short devotional or
evangelistic meditation—just one of several ways the Visitor is seeking to address the two stated five-year priorities
of the church: evangelism and discipleship.
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Signs of the times are everywhere,
And there's a brand new feeling in the air,
Keep your eyes upon the eastern sky,
Lift up your head, redemption draweth nigh.
—Gordon Jensen

Have you been so turned off by all the unfulfilled
predictions of Christ's return that you no longer think
it is relevant?
It is true that Jesus did say that no one knows the
day nor the hour of his return, and we dare not set
dates. However, in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 Jesus
gives us a long list of some of the signs which
would point to his near return. Many of these signs
read like today's newspaper: false Christs and false
prophets, famines, earthquakes in many different
places, the hearts of people failing them for fear of

what is coming on the earth, pestilences, etc. Then
Jesus says: "Watch" and be ready all the time. The
Living Bible puts it plainly in Luke 21:34-36:
"Watch out! Don't let my sudden coming catch you
unawares; don't let me find you living in careless
ease, carousing and drinking, and occupied with
the problems of this life, like all the rest of the
world. Keep a constant watch."
So let us be up and doing, witnessing for the
Lord wherever we can, teaching our children and
grandchildren to keep in readiness for our Lord's
return—any time. Let us not be caught unprepared.
"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know
on what day your Lord will come" (Matthew
24:42).
David C. Hensel
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